'  /r 


V 


£ 


A 


CITY  OF  WAKEFIELD 


£WY 


iCp 

%  ccS^ 
V 

\*  w 

\  v  r- 

''Itter,, 


-t** 


A 


<*$/£,  t 

•x »  -■  *  ■ 

1  :C3 

O 


f 


% 


2&tfj  ^ .. 

ANNUAL 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


For  the  Year 


I  9  S  9 


n 


Printed  by  Terry  &  Nephew  Ltd.,  Wesley  Street,  Dewsbury 


/ 


*^V 


CITY  OF  WAKEFIELD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year 


I  9  5  9 


INDEX 


Ambulance  Service  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Analyst  Report  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  53 

Ante-Natal  Care  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Birth  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Break  up  of  Families  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Clean  Air  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  89 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Convalescent  Home  Treatment  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Day  Nursery  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Death  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Dental  Service  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Domiciliary  Services  for  Diabetics  . .  . .  . .  35 

Factories  Act  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  95 

Food  and  Drugs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58,  74 

Food  Hygiene  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83 

Geriatrics  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Health  Committee  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Health  Education  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Health  Visiting  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Home  Helps  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Home  Nursing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Housing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  71 

Ice  Cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  84 

Illegitimate  Children  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Infant  Mortality  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8,11 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60,  66 

Laboratory  Facilities  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

Mental  Health  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Midwifery  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

M.O.H.  Address  and  telephone  number  . .  . .  5 

Moveable  Dwellings. .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

National  Assistance  Act,  Sec.  47  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

National  Assistance  Act,  Blindness  . .  . .  . .  46 

Neglected  Children  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Nuisances  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  70 

Occupation  Centre  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Physiotherapy  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

Premature  Births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Prevention  of  Accidents  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  34 

Prevention  of  illness  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Rent  Act,  1957  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  72 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  . .  . .  . .  . .  67 

Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

Slum  Clearance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  71 

Staff  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Swimming  Baths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32,  61 

Unmarried  Mothers . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Vaccination,  B.C.G. . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Vaccination,  Polio  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Venereal  Disease  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15,62 

Vital  Statistics  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8,  64 

Wakefield  Water  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Welfare  Foods  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 


3 


Public  Health  Department 
Town  Hall  Chambers 
King  Street 

Wakefield 

October ,  1960 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  of  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  1959. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
and,  in  particular,  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman  for  their 
assistance  in  the  past  year. 

I  wish  also  to  thank  Mr.  Twyford,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  who  has  been  such  a  tower  of  strength  to  me.  He  has 
consulted  me  where  he  thought  necessary,  and  has  helped  me  in 
every  possible  way. 

I  wish  to  thank  my  Chief  Clerk  and  my  Secretary  for  their 
excellent  help  and  their  loyalty,  and  also  the  remainder  of  the 
clerical  staff  who  have  given  their  services  in  an  efficient  yet  kindly 
and  courteous  manner. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  sincerely, 

C.  G.  K.  THOMPSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1959 

Chairman :  Councillor  Leonard  Boston 
Deputy  Chairman :  Councillor  D.  Hutchings. 

The  Mayor’.  Councillor  L.  Moore,  b.e.m.,  j.p. 

Aldermen  E.  Slater  and  R.  Wheater. 

Councillors  Mrs.  W.  Alexander,  H.  Clark,  H.  Chilton,  J.  Dean, 
H.  S.  Grainger,  J.  W.  F.  Howarth,  R.  K.  McKim,  I.  R.  Pickard, 
G.  Pilmer,  G.  H.  Stead,  E.  W.  Sutch,  J.  H.  Taylor,  O.  F.  O. 
Widdrington. 

Outside  Members  appointed  upon 
Nomination  from  other  Bodies — 

Mrs.  J.  Deen,  Mr.  G.  A.  S.  Pickard. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Duffin  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Howarth,  representing 
Wakefield  Executive  Council. 

Dr.  A.  M.  R.  Heron  and  Dr.  J.  Skirrow,  representing  Local 
Medical  Committee. 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  H.  Crowe,  J.P.,  representing  Hospital 
Management  Committee  No.  9. 

Miss  H.  Staniforth,  representing  Hospital  Management 
Committee  No.  10. 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF,  1959 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: — 
Cyril  George  Kay  Thompson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Public  Health  Department,  Town  Hall  Chambers, 

King  Street,  Wakefield. 

Telephone  No.:  Office,  Wakefield  2731. 

Telephone  No.:  Home,  Wakefield  4691. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer :  Gilbert  Tattersall,  m.a.,  m.b.,  b.ch., 

B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer : 

J.  K.  Butterfield,  l.m.s.s.a.  (Lond.,)  d.p.h. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer :  G.  S.  Cubitt,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.  (eng.). 

Dental  Officer  to  Ante-Natal  Clinics  ( part-time ): 

A.  V.  D.  Butler,  l.d.s. 

Public  Analyst  ( part-time ) : 

R.  A.  Dalley,  f.r.i.c. 

Chest  Physician  ( part-time ):  J.  K.  Scott,  m.b.,  m.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Chest  Physician  ( part-time ):  J.  A.  Dick,  m.b.,  ch.b.  (resigned  May, 
1959). 

Chest  Physician  ( part-time ):  J.  Viner,  m.b.  ch.b.  (appointed 
May,  1959). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

W.  B.  Twyford,  (a),  (b),  (e) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector :  Keith  W.  Willans,  (a), 

(b),  (c),  (d),  (e).  (Resigned  14.2.59). 

R.  Sharp,  (a),  (b),  (e).  (Appointed  16.3.59). 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors : 

Roland  Murgatroyd,  (a),  (b). 

George  Hepworth,  (a),  (b)  John  A.  Winterburn,  (a),  (b). 

Trainee  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

S.  S.  Spurr 
D.  Newton. 

(a)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for  Inspectors  of 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(b)  Certificate  of  R.S.H.  and  S.I.E.  Joint  Board. 

(c)  Certificate  of  R.S.H.  for  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Public 

Works  and  Buildings. 

(d)  Diploma  of  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene. 

(e)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for  Smoke  Inspectors. 
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Health  Visiting  Staff : 

Senior  Health  Visitor:  Miss  S.  R.  Pearson,  s.r.n.,s.c.m., 

H.V.CERT. 

Miss  M.  D.  Clarke,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  E.  Inman,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  A.  Marshall,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Miss  M.  Preston,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  N.  Redfearn,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  M.  Toplis,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  A.  Ward,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  Superintendent 
Home  Nurses : 

Miss  M.  Robson,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  Queens’  Nurse  (resigned ii; 

30.6.59) . 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer : 

Miss  M.  P.  Bramley,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.  (Appointed 

19.10.59) . 

Home  Nurses : 

Senior:  Mrs.  E.  Wilby,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 

Full  Time : 

Miss  L.  G.  Battams,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  J.  Dunnill,  s.r.n. 

Miss  M.  Healey,  s.e.a.n. 

Mrs.  I.  F.  Leslie,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Part-time : 

Mrs.  M.  Bashforth,  s.r.n. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Darlington,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  (Appointed  20.4.59). 
Mrs.  H.  Harrop,  s.e.a.n. 

Mrs.  E.  Holland,  s.r.n.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 

Mrs.  B.  McCormack,  s.r.n. 

Mrs.  M.  Ward,  s.r.n. 

Municipal  Midwives’. 

Mrs.  B.  Crowther,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Coyle,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  (Appointed  1.5.59). 

Miss  P.  M.  Haw,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Miss  I.  Lessons,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Miss  E.  M.  Marshall,  s.c.m.  (Resigned  31.7.59). 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Mitchell,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  E.  Oliver,  s.c.m.  (Resigned  31.3.59). 

Mrs.  W.  Robinson,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  (Appointed  1.6.59). 

(Resigned  5.1 1.59). 
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Part-time  Maternity  Nurses: 

Mrs.  M.  Martin,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  A.  White,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

School  Clinic  Nurse :  Mrs.  M.  Downing,  s.e.a.n. 

Matron ,  Burneytops  Day  Nursery :  Miss  E.  Mosley,  s.r.n.,  r.f.n. 

Physiotherapist :  Mrs.  R.  Jones  (Appointed  9.11.59). 

Dental  Attendant :  Mrs.  B.  Ward. 

Domestic  Help  Organiser:  Miss  H.  Cox. 

Venereal  Diseases  Social  Worker  ( part-time ): 

Miss  H.  Walker,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.’s  cert. 

Mental  Health  Officer:  J.  B.  Gracey,  R.M.N.,  R.M.D.N. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers:  J.  B.  Gracey,  A.  Hudson  and  L.  Bly. 

Supervisor ,  Occupation  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives: 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Vogeler. 

Ambulance  Officer:  R.  Hunt. 

Assistant  Ambulance  Officer:  A.  E.  Collins 

Clerical  Staff  at  3  Hz1  December ,  1959. 

Chief  Clerk:  L.  Bly,  a.c.c.s.,  d.m.a. 

Assistant  Chief  Clerk:  E.  Morton. 

School  Health  Services  Clerk:  H.  W.  Tate. 

Senior  Female  Clerk:  Mrs.  P.  Wood,  a.s.t.c. 

Clerical  Staff: 

H.  A.  Benton 
Miss  D.  Blanshard 

Miss  P.  A.  Clifford  (Appointed  21.12.59). 

A.  L.  Curtis 
Mrs.  J.  Cunningham 
Mrs.  J.  Curry 
Miss  M.  Driver 
Miss  B.  Harvey 
Mrs.  S.  Lynam 
G.  Mountain 
Mrs.  V.  Sattersfitt 
Miss  A.  Shaw 


8 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  CITY 


The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1959  are  as  under: — 

Area :  5,801  acres. 

Population :  Estimated  by  Registrar  General 

At  1951  Census  Mid-year  1958  Mid-year  1959 
60,380  59,740  59,860 

Housing : 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  March,  1959:  19,162 


Rateable  value  and  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate : 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1959:  £807,798. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1958/59 :  gross  £2,782;  net  £2,744. 


Live  Births 

Male  .  .  . .  460 \ 

Female  . .  . .  434 / 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
population  (Crude) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
population  (comparable) 
Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
population  (England  and 
Wales) . 

Still  Births 

Male  . .  . .  10\ 

Female  ..  ..  12/ 

Still-birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live 

and  still-births 
Still-birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live 
and  still-births  (England 
and  Wales) 

Total  live  and  Still-births 

Infant  Deaths 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births  total.  . 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births  legiti¬ 
mate 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births  illegiti¬ 
mate 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births  (England 
and  Wales) 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births 


1959 

894 

14.9 

15.1 

16.5 

22 

24.0 

20.7 
916 

30.2 

30.2 

30.3 

22.0 

16.8 


1958 

900 

15.1 

15.7 

16.4 
19 

20.7 

21.6 

919 

32.2 

33.9 

22.5 

22.2 


1957 

945 

15.8 

16.4 

16.1 

25 

25.8 

22.4 
970 

22.2 

22.0 

27.8 

23.0 

12.7 
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Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 
Rate  (deaths  under  1 
week  per  1,000  total  live 


births)  . .  . .  . .  13.4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

— 

— 

(Still-births  and  deaths 
under  1  week)  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths  ..  ..  37.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent,  of  total  live  births  3.7% 

5.0% 

3.8% 

Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  deaths  (including 
abortion) . .  . .  . .  — 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per 

1 

Nil 

1,000  live  and  still-births  — 

1.1 

Nil 

Deaths 

Males  ..  ..  381 

Females  . .  . .  362  f 

755 

736 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation  (crude)  . .  . .  12.4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  popu¬ 

12.6 

12.3 

lation  (comparable)  . .  12.5 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  popu¬ 

12.5 

11.6 

lation  (England  and  Wales)  1 1 .6 

11.7 

11.5 

Table  II  summarises  all  deaths  in  the  City  under  diagnosis, 
age  and  ward. 

Comparability  Factor 

In  tables  of  births  and  deaths  mention  is  made  of  comparable 
rates  as  compared  with  crude  rates.  The  crude  rate  is  simply  the 
number  of  births  or  deaths  for  every  1,000  of  the  population. 
However,  populations  in  various  communities  vary  considerably, 
for  example,  one  community  may  be  a  popular  one  where  people 
tend  to  remove  on  retirement,  and  consequently  there  is  a  high 
proportion  of  aged  persons,  whereas  another  community  is 
practically  devoid  of  aged  persons  and  has  a  preponderance  of 
young  persons  resulting  in  a  high  birth  rate  and  a  low  death  rate. 

The  Registrar  General  has  taken  into  account  these  various 
factors,  and  has  allowed  to  each  Authority  a  figure  (known  as  a 
comparability  factor)  which  when  multiplied  by  the  crude  rate 
gives  a  comparable  rate,  or  a  rate  equivalent  to  that  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales.  The  comparable  rate  thus  enables  one  to 
compare  rates  between  Authorities  far  more  accurately  than  by 
relying  on  crude  rates. 
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Births 

There  were  894  live  births  attributed  to  residents  of  the  City 
during  1959  (111  were  born  not  within  the  City  boundary),  which 
is  6  less  than  1958;  the  birth  rate  was  correspondingly  lower 
being  14.9  (crude)  and  15.5  (comparable).  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  16.5  which  shows  that  the  Wakefield  Birth  Rate 
was  1.0  per  1,000  population  lower  than  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Of  the  894  live  births,  33  were  illegitimate,  which  shows  a 
decrease  of  12  on  1958. 

The  still-birth  rate  was  24.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births, 
which  was  an  increase  on  the  figure  for  1958  (20.7)  and  higher  than 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (20.7). 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  (occurring  in  some  cases 
out  of  the  City)  was  743  (381  males  and  362  females),  which  is 
a  decrease  of  12  on  1958;  the  death  rate  being  12.4  (crude)  and 
12.5  (comparable).  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6 
which  shows  that  the  Wakefield  death  rate  was  .9  per  1,000 
population  more  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  are  shown  below  and  you  will  see  from 
this  table  that  the  biggest  causes  were  heart  disease,  cancer  and 
vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 

No.  of  Deaths 

Causes  of  Death  1958  1959 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

7 

7 

Tuberculosis,  other 

• — 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

1 

2 

Cancer 

101 

118 

Leukaemia 

4 

5 

Diabetes 

7 

5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

97 

93 

Heart  disease 

274 

262 

Other  circulatory  disease 

29 

18 

Influenza 

1 

13 

Pneumonia 

27 

28 

Bronchitis 

75 

56 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

10 

8 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

9 

11 


Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

3 

4 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

1 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

6 

9 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

62 

55 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 

4 

All  other  accidents 

13 

28 

Suicide 

7 

6 

Homicide 

1 

— 

755 


743 


Deaths  from  heart  disease  (262)  showed  a  slight  decrease 
on  last  year  (274):  the  cancer  deaths  (118)  were  higher  than  last 
year  (101);  deaths  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 
(93)  were  lower. 

Table  II  gives  details  of  all  deaths  by  causes,  age  groups  and 
wards.  Deaths  of  persons  over  the  age  of  65  amounted  to  66  per 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  1958  whilst  the  percentage  of  deaths 
of  persons  aged  65  plus  during  1959  was  67  per  cent,  which  is 
a  slightly  higher  proportion  of  the  total  deaths  than  last  year. 

Infant  Mortality 

Of  the  894  live  births  during  the  year,  27  infants  died  before 
their  first  birthday,  and  of  these  15  died  within  28  days.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  for  1959  was  30.2  which  is  slightly  lower  than 
the  rate  of  32.2  for  the  previous  year. 

Quite  large  chance  yearly  fluctuations  in  infant  mortality 
rates  is  expected  in  small  populations. 

The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  children  within  28 
days  of  birth)  was  16.8  which  compares  favourably  with  the 
rate  of  22.2  for  1958. 

Infant  deaths  were  attributed  to  the  following  causes: 


Gastritis  . .  .  .  .  .  1  Inhalation  of  Vomit  . .  1 

Meningoccocal  infections  —  Atelectasis  . .  3 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  4  Pyloric  Stenosis  . .  1 

Congenital  Malformations  7  Permaturity  . .  . .  6 

Asphyxia  . .  . .  . .  1  Cerebral  Haemorrhage . .  3 

•Of  the  15  neo-natal  deaths  6  were  premature  births. 


Statistics. 

Table  I  gives  the  vital  statistics  for  the  years  1950-1959. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

Part  III  ' 


Section  21 

Health  Centres. 

22 

,, 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

23 

,, 

Midwives  Service 

„  24 

Health  Visiting 

„  25 

Home  Nursing 

„  26 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

„  27 

Ambulance  Service 

„  28 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 

„  29 

Home  Help  Service. 

Section  51 

Part  V — Mental  Health  Service 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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SECTION  21 


Health  Centres 

In  common  with  most  authorities  the  City  of  Wakefield  has 
not  taken  any  action  towards  building  Health  Centres,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  see  what  useful  purpose  they  would  serve  when  erected 
in  view  of  the  compactness  of  the  Borough  and  the  size  of  the 
population.  It  is  on  new  Corporation  estates  that  one  generally 
finds  Health  Centres,  and  as  General  Practitioners  have  already 
built  their  establishments  on  the  new  estates,  or  the  inhabitants 
have  been  accommodated  by  established  General  Practitioners 
serving  their  locality,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  established 
Medical  Practitioners  would  agree  to  work  within  Health  Centres 
were  they  to  be  provided. 

Certainly  in  conception  Health  Centres  are  a  good  thing 
because  they  allow  for  the  curative  and  preventative  aspects  of  the 
National  Health  Service  to  work  alongside  each  other.  They  also 
permit  the  use  of  joint  facilities,  reception  staff  and  an  integration 
of  records. 

Where  Health  Centres  have  been  erected,  these  are  usually  in 
larger  authorities,  they  would  appear  to  have  met  with  some 
success  after  having  passed  through  teething  troubles. 

The  City  Council  wishes  to  state  that  in  1947  and  again  in  1957  they 
explored  the  possibility  of  setting  up  Health  Centres,  but  their  efforts 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  other  interested  bodies  were  aborted. 


5tLtllUI^  LL 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

The  Clinics  situated  at  Margaret  Street,  Manygates,  Batley 
Road  and  Snapethorpe  continue  to  function  efficiently,  and  with 
the  opening  of  a  new  clinic  in  the  Church  Hall  at  St.  Swithin’s 
Church  on  the  Eastmoor  Estate  on  the  3rd  February,  1959,  to 
serve  mothers  and  young  children  on  the  large  post-war  Council 
Estate  at  Eastmoor,  the  only  remaining  area  in  the  City  not  served 
by  a  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  Kettlethorpe.  That  area,  built  up  in 
recent  years,  should  have  its  own  Centre  by  the  end  of  1 960,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  building  has  begun.  In  the  meantime  by 
arrangement  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  clinic  facilities 
are  available  at  their  premises  at  Chapelthorpe. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  the  clinics: — 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 


Clinic 


Day  and  time 


The  Cliffe,  Margaret  Street 
Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 
Physiotherapy,  Orthopaedic  and 
U.V.R. 

Relaxation  Classes 


Monday  and  Thursday 
afternoons 
Friday  afternoon 

By  appointment 
Monday  and  Friday 
afternoon 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vac¬ 
cination — B.C.G.,  Poliomyelitis, 
and  Smallpox  . .  . .  . .  By  appointment. 

Dental  Clinic  (expectant  and  nursing 
mothers)  . .  . .  . .  . .  By  appointment 


School  Clinics 

Minor  Ailments  .  .  .  .  .  .  Monday  to  Saturday, 

9  to  10  a.m. 

Speech  Therapy  . .  . .  By  appointment. 

Ophthalmic  . .  . .  . .  By  appointment 

In  addition  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  at  9  a.m.  daily  at: — 
Snapethorpe  School  Manygates  Child  Welfare 

Heath  View  School  Centre. 


Dental  Clinic 

The  Cliffe,  Margaret  Street  . .  . .  Daily  by  appointment 


Manygates  Child  Welfare  Centre  Barnsley  Road. 
Child  Welfare  Clinic  . .  . .  Tuesday  afternoon 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vac¬ 
cination  . .  . .  . .  By  appointment 

Snapethorpe  Child  Welfare  centre,  Hall  Road. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  .  .  .  .  Wednesday  afternoon 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vac¬ 
cination  . .  .  .  .  .  By  appointment 

Ante  Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics  Friday,  fortnightly. 

Alverthorpe  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Batley  Road. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  . .  . .  Thursday  afternoon 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vac¬ 
cination  . .  . .  . .  By  appointment 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  Friday,  fortnightly 


Eastmoor  Child  Welfare  Centre,  St.  Swithin’s  Church  Hall, 
Eastmoor 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  . .  . .  . .  Tuesday  afternoon 
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Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  Clayton  Hospital 


Men 

Women  and  Children 


Tues.,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 
Wed.  5  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 
Fri.  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 
Mon.  2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 
Tues.  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Wed  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 
Fri.  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 


Child  Welfare  Centre  Attendances 


The  figures  for  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  as  under: — 


1958 

1959 

Number  of  centres  provided  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  Child  Welfare  sessions  now  held  per 

4 

5 

month  at  Centres 

Number  of  children  who  first  attended  a  centre 
of  this  Local  Health  Authority  during  the  year, 
and  who  at  their  first  attendance  were  under 

24 

24 

1  year  of  age 

Number  of  children  who  attended  during  the 
year  and  who  were  aged: — 

624 

637 

0-1  year 

517 

530 

1-2  years 

504 

502 

2-5  years 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  during 

491 

400 

the  year 

Number  of  attendances  during  the  year  made  by 
children  who  at  the  date  of  attendance  were : — 

1512 

1432 

Under  1  year 

7365 

7808 

1  but  under  2  . . 

1343 

1430 

2  but  under  5  . . 

734 

915 

Total  Attendances  during  the  year 

9442 

10153 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

Since  taking  over  responsibility  for  the  distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  it  has  been  the  aim 
that  no  person  will  have  very  far  to  go  to  obtain  dried  milk  and 
vitamins.  To  this  end  a  clerk  attends  the  clinics  each  week  on 
specified  days  to  distribute  the  Welfare  Foods. 

The  following  amounts  were  issued  during  1958  and  1959: — 

1958  1959 

National  Dried  Milk  ..  ..  ..  16,142  14,093 

Cod  Liver  Oil  .  3,417  3,412 

Vitamin  Tablets  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,822  3,733 

Orange  Juice  . .  . .  . .  . .  24,434  27,081 
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In  addition  805  tins  of  Dried  Milk,  54  bottles  of  Cod  Liver 
Oil  and  1,560  bottles  of  orange  juice  were  issued  direct  to  the 
Hospitals  and  Day  Nursery. 

The  issue  of  National  Dried  Milk  during  1959  amounted  to 
less  than  half  that  issued  during  1956.  The  birth-rates  have  re¬ 
mained  almost  level  and  no  reason  for  the  decline  in  demand  for 
National  Dried  Milk  can  be  advanced,  other  than  that  of  increased 
price.  Branded  dried  milk  receives  much  publicity  and  the  milk 
coupons  can  be  used  to  purchase  fresh  milk. 

Premature  Births. 

Arrangements  exist  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
the  emergency  admission  of  prematurely  born  infants  to  a  pre¬ 
mature  baby  unit  at  Manygates  Hospital.  An  emergency  “flying 
squad”  based  on  Manygates  serves  Wakefield  and  district. 

There  were  48  premature  live  births  during  1959  of  which 
35  were  born  in  hospital  and  13  at  home.  Of  the  13  born  at  home 
all  survived,  although  1  was  transferred  to  hospital. 


Four  of  the  hospital  premature  births  died  within  24  hours 
and  one  other  died  before  the  28th  day. 


Of  the  22  still-births  shown  in  the 

vital 

statistics 

12  were 

premature  still-births. 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Total  live  children  born  prematurely 

58 

66 

48 

Died  within  24  hours 

1 

6 

4 

Died  within  28  days 

3 

4 

1 

Survived  28  days 

54 

56 

43 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  for  domiciliary  confine¬ 
ments  are  held  at  three  centres,  at  the  Principal  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Margaret  Street,  at  the  Hall  Road  Clinic,  Lupset,  and 
at  the  Batley  Road  Clinic.  At  these  Clinics  expectant  mothers  are 
examined  by  the  midwives  who  in  this  way  become  familiar  with 
their  cases.  A  doctor  attends  the  Hall  Road  and  Batley  Road  Clin¬ 
ics  once  a  month  and  the  Principal  Clinic  at  Margaret  Street  twice 
a  month. 

It  is  envisaged  in  the  future  that  similar  Clinics  will  be  estab¬ 
lished  at  Eastmoor  and  Kettlethorpe  in  accordance  with  the 
Health  Committee’s  policy  of  taking  the  services  to  the  person. 

During  1959,  633  women  made  2,079  attendances  at  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics. 

The  expectant  mothers  who  are  booked  for  hospital  confine¬ 
ments  attend  the  Out-Patient  Department  of  the  Maternity 
Hospitals. 
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Burneytops  Day  Nursery 

The  day  Nursery  continues  to  provide  an  excellent  service 
of  caring  for  those  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  whose 
mothers  go  out  to  work  and  for  a  number  of  children  who  are 
admitted  on  medical  advice. 

Of  the  children  attending  the  Nursery  the  full  charge  of 
£1  17s.  6d.  per  week  is  made  in  respect  of  approximately 
75%  whilst  an  assessed  sum  based  on  the  family  income  is 
charged  for  the  remainder. 

The  numbers  in  attendance  at  the  Nursery  have  declined 
during  the  past  year  mainly,  I  think,  because  a  number  of  mothers 
cannot  gain  financially  by  going  out  to  work  if  they  have  to  pay 
the  maximum  charge  for  their  child’s  attendance  at  the  Nursery. 
These  are,  however,  the  children  who  are  best  left  in  their  mothers’ 
care.  The  aim  is  to  provide  care  for  children  whose  mothers  are 
the  breadwinners;  the  others  must  be  prepared  to  pay  the  full 
charge. 

The  Nursery  provides  a  place  of  observation  for  certain  pre¬ 
school  children  suffering  from  physical  and  mental  handicaps 
upon  whom  Specialists  and  the  medical  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  require  reports.  The  history  of  a  child’s  activities  and 
abilities  as  given  by  his  parents  is  often  not  accurate,  mainly 
because  their  observation  is  clouded  with  sentiment. 


Dental  Services 

The  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  is 
undertaken  by  Mr.  A.  V.  D.  Butler,  L.D.S.,  who  is  employed 
by  the  Health  Committee  and  attends  the  Manygates  Hospital 
to  give  free  treatment.  Dental  treatment  of  children  under  the  age 
of  five  years  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  R.  E.  Whittam,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 
(Eng.),  (the  School  Dental  Officer)  and  Mr.  Butler  at  the  School 
Dental  Clinic,  Health  Department,  King  Street,  Wakefield. 


Details  of  treatment  given  is  as  under: — 
A.  Numbers  Provided  with  Dental  Care: 


Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 


Children 


Examined  .  . 
Needing  Treatment 
Treated 

Made  Dentally  Fit 


30 

30 

22 

22 


under  Five 
74 
53 
17 
16 
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B.  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment 

Provided  : 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

Children 
under  Five 

Scalings  and  Gum  Treatment 

8 

— 

Fillings 

70 

4 

Silver  Nitrate  Treatment 

6 

9 

Crowns  or  Inlays 

— 

— 

Extractions 

38 

12 

General  Anaesthetics 

Dentures  Provided: — 

— 

2 

Full  Upper  or  Lower 

10 

— 

Partial  Upper  or  Lower 

13 

— 

Radiographs 

— 

— 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND 
THEIR  CHILDREN 

The  Wakefield  Corporation  makes  an  annual  contribution 
to  the  Pontefract  and  Wakefield  Deaneries  Moral  Welfare  Asso¬ 
ciation  under  whose  auspices  the  Haven  at  Pontefract,  a  home  for 
unmarried  mothers  and  their  children,  is  maintained.  Unmarried 
mothers  from  the  City  of  Wakefield  are  normally  admitted  to 
this  home  where  they  receive  care  and  attention  for  a  period 
usually  of  eight  weeks  covering  the  time  before  and  after  the 
confinement;  financial  responsibility  for  their  maintenance  being 
accepted  by  the  Corporation  less  any  contribution  which  the  girl 
is  able  to  make. 

The  following  report  is  submitted  by  Miss  Colley,  Social 
Worker  to  the  Pontefract  and  Wakefield  Deaneries  Moral  Welfare 
Association. 

“I  have,  this  year,  dealt  with  78  cases  in  this  part  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire.  Of  these,  28  were  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
City  of  Wakefield.  In  helping  these  girls  to  resolve  their  problems, 
and,  many  of  them  were  unmarried  mothers,  an  endeavour  is  made 
to  create  a  relationship  with  them.  Today,  with  our  greater  know¬ 
ledge  of  human  personality  and  behaviour,  together  with  the 
realisation  of  their  needs,  and  the  issues  which  have  led  them  to 
such  a  social  breakdown,  the  Worker  is  more  able  to  lead  the  girl 
to  see  for  herself  her  own  personal  problems,  and  how  best  she  can 
try  to  resolve  them.  It  is  in  this  situation  that  “personal  relation¬ 
ships”  are  created.  In  almost  every  case  one  finds  the  girl  has  never 
had  a  warm  and  happy  relationship  with  her  parents.  If  her  parents 
are  separated  or  divorced,  the  girl  has  also  a  sense  of  isolation, 
with  no  standards  of  life  to  guide  her.  The  accent  of  “glamour” 
as  portrayed  in  some  films,  magazines,  newspapers,  television  and 
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advertisements,  coupled  with  the  urge  to  satisfy  one’s  impulses 
weighs  heavily  on  the  young  folk  today. 

One  hears,  and  sometimes  deals,  with  the  Grammar  School 
girl  and  boy,  who  is  causing  serious  concern  in  some  quarters. 
It  is  not  clear,  at  the  moment,  what  are  the  reasons  for  this  —  it 
may  be  the  biological  lesson  in  school,  or  again,  the  laxity  within 
the  young  people’s  home. 

Much  time  is  spent  in  tracing  the  alleged  putative  fathers,  and 
in  many  cases  successful  arrangements  are  made  either  through  the 
Courts  or  by  private  agreements.  The  child  is  the  most  important 
factor  in  every  case.  Adoption  is  asked  for  in  some  of  the  cases, 
others  go  into  Nurseries  and  fosterhomes,  but,  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  many  babies  return  with  the  girl  to  her  own  home,  and  are 
happily  absorbed  into  the  life  of  the  family. 

I  now  give  a  few  abridged  cases  for  your  interest. 

Case  1. 

B.  aged  19  years.  Her  mother  came  to  tell  me  that  her 
daughter’s  baby  was  born,  and  that  they  wished  to  keep  and  care 
for  the  child.  The  alleged  father  was  not  willing  to  marry.  The  case 
went  before  the  Court,  and  an  affiliation  order  was  obtained  against 
him.  B.  returned  to  work,  and  baby  is  a  happy  member  of  the  girl’s 
family. 

Case  2. 

M.  aged  19  years.  One  of  a  family  of  five  children,  worked  as 
a  bus  conductress,  the  father  of  the  child,  a  bus  driver.  The  girl 
would  not  part  with  her  baby,  so  after  some  discussion  with  the 
family  and  the  alleged  father,  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
girl  to  be  confined  in  Hospital.  The  girl  and  man  have  decided 
to  marry,  and  the  child  is  a  member  of  the  new  family.  M.  is  not 
returning  to  work,  but  happy  in  her  own  home,  becoming  a  good 
housewife  and  contented  mother. 

Case  3. 

N.  aged  22  years.  A  clerk  in  a  local  office,  the  second  child  of 
a  family  of  three  children.  Her  parents  were  greatly  distressed  at 
their  daughter’s  behaviour,  and,  felt  that  they  could  not  cope  with 
N.  at  home,  so  was  admitted  into  The  Haven.  A  pretty  little  baby 
girl  was  born  to  her,  N.  asking  for  the  adoption  of  this  child.  The 
alleged  father  of  the  child  was  not  at  all  responsive.  When  the  child 
was  about  eight  weeks  old  she  was  placed  for  adoption  by  The 
Registered  Adoption  Society.  N.  returned  to  her  parents,  a  job  was 
found  for  her  in  an  office,  and  she  is  now  doing  very  well,  being 
happy  and  contented. 
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Case  4. 

S.  aged  23  years.  Came  to  live  with  her  married  brother,  to 
work  in  the  district  as  a  shop  assistant,  from  the  North  West.  The 
younger  of  two  children,  her  mother  a  widow,  who  herself  went  out 
to  daily  work.  S.  was  admitted  into  The  Haven.  The  alleged  father 
of  the  child  refused  to  take  any  responsibility  for  the  girl’s  con¬ 
dition,  and  the  girl  herself  was  not  prepared  to  take  the  matter 
further.  As  her  sister-in-law  was  not  in  good  health,  and  could  not 
accept  the  responsibility  of  S.  and  her  baby,  eventually,  baby  was 
accepted  for  adoption  by  The  Registered  Adoption  Society.  A  job 
was  found  for  S.  on  discharge  from  the  Home,  she  returned  to  her 
brother’s  home,  and  is  now  doing  very  well  indeed. 

Both  these  girls  and  many  others  still  keep  in  touch  with  us, 
visiting  The  Haven,  as  most  of  our  “old  girls”  do  throughout  the 
year. 

The  following  28  cases  in  the  analysis  have  been  referred  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Staff,  Probation  Officers, 
Welfare  Officers,  Hospital  Almoners,  Social  Workers,  and  other 
statutory  bodies. 


Case  Analysis 

First  illegitimate  child  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Second  illegitimate  child  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Third  illegitimate  child  . .  ....  . .  1 

Fifth  illegitimate  child  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children  . .  5 

Unclassified  cases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
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Child  with  own  mother  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Child  adopted  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Child  in  care  of  Local  Authorities  . .  . .  2 

Child  died  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Child’s  future  undecided  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Girls  admitted  into  Flomes  . .  . .  . .  6 

Girls  remained  at  own  home  . .  . .  . .  12 

Girls  confined  in  hospital  . .  . .  . .  10 

Girls  left  the  District  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Girls  married  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Cases  of  alleged  putative  fathers  . .  . .  20 

(Married  men,  7)  (1  Nigerian) 

Visits  paid  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  149 

Interviews  given  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  276 
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Most  of  the  interviews  have  been  given  at  my  Church  House 
Office,  Wakefield. 

May  I  express  my  sincerest  thanks  to  Dr.  Thompson  for  his 
unfailing  help  and  wise  council,  and  to  members  of  the  City 
Council  for  all  their  timely  help  —  such  practical  help  and  counsel 
is  much  valued,  and  is  something  we  cannot  do  without. 


SECTION  23 


Midwives  Service 

There  have  been  various  changes  on  the  Midwifery  Staff. 
Miss  Marshall  retired  in  July  after  22  years  sterling  service  and 
others  have  come  and  gone,  but  for  most  of  the  year  the  Midwives 
have  been  working  either  one  or  two  below  the  establishment  of 
seven.  To  lesson  their  burden  of  work,  a  second  part-time  Mater¬ 
nity  Nurse  was  appointed. 

There  has  been  a  pleasing  increase  in  the  number  of  pupil 
midwives  taking  Part  II  of  their  training  in  the  City,  3  months  of 
which  is  spent  at  Manygates  Hospital,  and  3  months  with  the 
midwives  on  the  district,  all  of  whom  are  approved  teachers  of 
pupils. 

During  the  year,  22  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  prac¬ 
tise.  Of  these  five  were  employed  by  the  Corporation  as  domi¬ 
ciliary  midwives,  one  acts  in  a  private  capacity  and  the  remainder 
practise  at  the  Maternity  Hospitals  (Manygates  and  General 
Hospital). 

I  give  below  details  of  the  cases  attended  by  the  domiciliary 
midwives : — 

Domiciliary  Cases. 

Doctor  Not  Booked: — 

Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  .  .  — 

Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  22 

Doctor  Booked: — 

Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  (either 
the  booked  Doctor  or  another  . .  . .  45 

Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child . .  353 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  420 


In  addition  9  women  were  delivered  in  private  nursing  homes 
and  1,429  were  delivered  in  hospital,  although  many  of  these  were 
admitted  from  other  areas. 
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The  proportions  of  domiciliary  and  hospital  births  are: — 

Domiciliary  Hospital  Total 
Number  ..  418  503  921 

Percentage  45%  55%  100% 

|. 

All  the  Corporation’s  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer 
inhalational  analgesics  and  each  is  provided  with  the  appropriate 
apparatus. 

Gas  and  air  analgesics  were  administered  in  324  cases  by 
the  domiciliary  midwives;  other  analgesics  (pethedine)  was 
administered  in  180  cases;  this  is  a  high  proportion  of  the  total 
domiciliary  cases  attended. 

I  am  strongly  opposed  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  pethedine. 
The  World  Health  Organisation  class  this  drug  as  being  as  dangerous 
as  morphia.  I  have  therefore  with  great  reluctance  and  misgiving 
permitted  the  use  of  pethedine  by  midwives  only  under  the 
aegis  and  written  prescription  of  the  general  practitioner  attending. 


SECTION  24 

Health  Visiting 

In  April  the  one  part-time  Health  Visitor  became  full-time 
bringing  the  number  of  full-time  Health  Visitors  to  eight. 

This  has  lightened  the  case  load  of  each,  and  enabled  them  to 
spend  more  time  visiting  the  homes  of  the  people.  They  are  always 
on  the  watch  for  early  signs  of  mental  breakdown  or  stress  of  any 
kind. 

In  November  the  Ministers  of  Health  and  Education  issued  a 
long  awaited  circular,  giving  their  approval  of  the  Jameson 
Report  published  in  1956.  This  was  an  inquiry  to  advise  “on  the 
proper  field  of  work,  training  and  recruitment  of  Health  Visitors”. 
The  circular  stated  that  the  Ministers  desire  that  the  Health  Visiting 
Service  should  develop  on  the  lines  suggested  in  the  Report.  They 
are  anxious  that  Local  Authorities  should  take  action  to  improve 
the  service  and  in  particular,  to  make  sure  that  full  use  is  made  of 
the  Health  Visitors’  capabilities  and  potentialities  as  a  trained  and 
experienced  worker. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  the  following  number 
of  visits: 

1958  1959 

Number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  visited 

during  year 


3445 


4068 
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Expectant  Mothers — 


First  visits 

331 

341 

Total  visits 

478 

574 

Children  under  1  year  of  age — 

First  visits 

884 

864 

Total  visits 

4322 

4914 

Children  age  1  and  under  2  years,  total  visits  .  . 

2867 

3181 

Children  age  2  but  under  5  years,  total  visits  .  . 

4276 

4568 

Tuberculosis  Households, total  visits 

592 

561 

Other  cases,  total  visits 

627 

1052 

Total  number  of  families  or  households  visited 

by  Health  Visitors 

4596 

3385 

In  addition  1,674  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  were 
ineffectual  in  as  much  as  no  contact  wis  mile  with  the  responsible 
parent.  This  must  be  a  common  hiding  and  must  be  taken  as  a 
sign  of  the  times. 

Health  Visitors  made  692  attendances  at  the  clinics  during 
1959. 


Geriatrics 

During  the  year  there  was  again  continued  co-operation  with 
Dr.  Rosenthal,  the  Geriatrician;  and  Health  Visitors  paid  130 
special  visits  to  report  on  patients  for  whom  a  bed  had  been 
requested  in  geriatric  hospitals.  The  nature  of  these  visits  are  to 
provide  Dr.  Rosenthal  with  a  clear  picture  of  the  patient’s  home 
environment  so  that  he  can  more  easily  assess  the  urgency  for 
admission,  having  been  provided  with  the  patient’s  needs  from  a 
medical  angle  by  the  General  Practitioner. 

Dr.  Rosenthal  also  continued  to  notify  the  Department  of  all 
discharges  so  that  the  Health  Visitors  could  pay  visits  to  determine 
the  needs  of  the  patients,  for  example,  whether  a  Home  Help 
should  be  provided  and  whether  meals  on  wheels  should  be 
recommended. 

The  number  of  beds  for  geriatric  patients  is  very  limited  in 
Wakefield,  and  the  majority  of  patients  are  sent  either  to  the 
Headlands  Hospital,  Pontefract,  or  Hemsworth  Hospital. 

I  mentioned  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1958  that  the  City 
Council  had  approved  in  principle  the  introduction  of  a  laundry 
service  for  aged  persons  who  are  nursed  at  home.  I  reported  on  a 
suggested  scheme  to  the  February,  1959,  meeting  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  put  forward  several  suggestions  whereby  such  a 
scheme  could  be  operated.  In  due  course  the  City  Council  approved 
the  scheme  which  came  into  operation  in  August.  Sheets,  towels, 
night  dresses  and  men’s  pyjamas  were  purchased,  and  it  was 
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decided  that  these  should  be  issued  to  patients  for  use  and  when 
soiled  should  be  brought  into  the  Health  Department  sluiced  and 
rinsed  and  then  delivered  by  van  to  the  Baths  Department  for  them 
to  carry  out  the  laundering  and  ironing.  The  finished  articles  are 
then  returned  to  the  Health  Department  for  re-issue.  During  the 
year  the  number  of  persons  who  had  participated  in  the  scheme 
was  small,  but  it  is  expected  that  with  the  expansion  of  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  the  number  of  patients  will  increase. 

CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED 
IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  78/50 
Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families.  Circular  27/54. 

The  co-ordinated  service  which  is  offered  to  problem  families 
as  a  result  of  the  discussions  by  the  Co-ordinating  Committee 
continues  to  prove  beneficial  to  those  families  who  for  a  variety 
of  reasons,  such  as  physical  and  mental  ill-health,  marital  problems, 
and  financial  difficulties,  do  not  seem  able  to  attain  or  maintain 
an  adequate  standard  of  living. 

The  ^Children  Neglected  or  Ill-treated  in  their  own  Homes 
Co-ordinating  Committee'’  has  met  three  times  during  the  year 
and  discussed  approximately  twenty  one  such  families.  As  a  result 
of  these  meetings  appropriate  action  has  been  taken  by  the  people 
most  closely  connected  with  the  cases. 

The  Committee  has  the  following  membership: 

The  Health  Department  (all  sections) 

The  Children’s  Department 
Probation  Department 
Welfare  Department 
Police  Department 
Education  Department 
City  Treasurer 
Ministry  of  Labour 
National  Assistance  Board 
Council  of  Social  Service 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
Educational  Psychologist 

Soldiers’,  Sailors’  and  Airmen’s  Families  Association 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service. 

ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN 

During  1959  there  were  33  illegitimate  births  in  the  City. 
Special  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  such  children  by  the 
Health  Visiting  Staff,  to  ensure  that  they  are  not  neglected. 
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SECTION  25 


Home  Nursing  Service 

During  the  year,  Miss  M.  Robson,  the  Superintendent  Home 
Nurse  and  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives,  after  many  years 
service  resigned  her  post  on  account  of  ill  health  on  the  30th  June, 
1959,  and  the  appointment  was  made  of  Miss  M.  P.  Bramley  to  the 
new  post  of  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

In  this  way  it  is  hoped  that  the  Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and 
Health  Visiting  Services  would  be  brought  into  closer  unity,  and 
so  result  in  benefitting  the  people  of  the  City. 

The  work  undertaken  during  the  year  by  5  full-time  and  6 
part-time  nurses,  3  of  whom  are  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing  Service  Sisters,  is  still  well  below  the  establishment  of  12 
full-time  nurses.  No  late  evening  service  has  yet  been  possible. 

Another  report  was  published  during  the  year,  that  on  “The 
Training  of  District  Nurses”.  This  recommended  the  necessity 
for  all  nurses  working  on  the  district  to  undergo  a  period  of 
training,  and  Local  Health  Authorities  were  invited  to  submit 
their  own  schemes  of  training  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  or,  to 
indicate  their  willingness  to  ally  themselves  to  schemes  drawn  up 
by  such  reputable  training  bodies  as  the  Queen’s  Institute  of 
District  Nursing.  Being  a  small  authority,  I  felt  that  the  second 
was  the  wiser  course  to  adopt. 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  cases  attended  by  the 
Home  Nurses  during  1959,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid. 


Number  of  cases 

Number  of 

attended  by 

visits  paid 

Home  Nurses 

by  Home 

during  the 

Nurses  dur¬ 

year 

ing  the  year 

(1)  Medical 

683 

21,800' 

(2)  Surgical 

112 

2042 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases 

— 

— 

(4)  Tuberculosis 

17 

789 

(5)  Maternal  Complications 

39 

397 

(6)  Others 

32 

327 

(7)  Totals 

883 

25,355 

(8)  Patients  included  in  (l)-(6)  who 
were  65  or  over  at  the  time  of  the 
first  visit  during  the  year 

422 

15,141 
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(9)  Children  included  in  (l)-(6) 
who  were  under  5  at  the  time  of 


the  first  visit  during  the  year  . . 

84 

602 

(10)  Patients  included  in  (l)-(6) 

who  have  had  more  than  24  visits 

during  the  year  . . 

214 

19,051 

The  numbers  nursed  during  the  year  rose  by  8  (875  cases 
nursed  in  1958)  and  the  increase  occurred  in  patients  over  the 
age  of  5  years;  figures  for  the  over  65  year  age  group  decreased 
by  50  patients. 


SECTION  26 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis  and  immunis¬ 
ation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners 
and  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  at  the 
clinics. 

Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  (B.C.G.)  is  carried  out 
by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

General  practitioners  are  paid  a  fee  of  5/-  for  notifying  this 
department  of  every  child  vaccinated  or  immunised;  enabling 
records  to  be  maintained. 

In  1953  the  Ministry  of  Health  drew  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  child  who  has  not  received  a  reinforcing  injection  within 
the  past  five  years  could  not  be  regarded  as  completely  protected 
from  diphtheria.  Accordingly  we  have  aimed  at  offering  parents 
the  chance  of  having  their  children  re-immunised  at  the  age  of 
five  years  and  eleven  years. 

Vaccination  Against  Smallpox. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
against  smallpox  during  the  past  five  years; — 


By  Medical 

By  General 

Officers  of 

Re-vac- 

Total 

Practitioner 

Public  Health 

cinations 

( Primary  Vacc.)  Dept.  ( Primary 

Vacc.) 

1955  . . 

169 

133 

46 

348 

1956  . . 

169 

154 

42 

365 

1957  .. 

131 

192 

84 

407 

1958  .. 

176 

241 

79 

496 

1959  .. 

171 

293 

43 

513 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 

The  numbers  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: 


Immunisation  against: 
(1)  Diphtheria  only 


By  Medical 
By  General  Officers  of 
Medical  the  Public  Totals 
Practitioners  Health  Dept. 


Primary  Immunisations 

4 

314 

318 

“Boosting  Doses”  . .  . .  7 

(2)  Diphtheria- Whooping  Cough 

332 

339 

Primary  Immunisations 

181 

521 

702 

“Boosting  Doses” 

64 

137 

201 

(3)  Whooping  Cough  only 

Primary  Immunisations 

4 

— 

4 

“Boosting  Doses” 

0  • 

— 

— 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunise* 
against  diphtheria  during  the  past  five  years: 

By  Medical 

By  General 

Officers 

Booster 

Total 

Medical 

Practitioners 

the  Public 
Health  Dept. 

Doses 

Children 

1955  ..  ..  216 

253 

231 

700 

1956  ..  ..  210 

342 

294 

846 

1957  ..  ..  220 

704 

384 

1308 

1958  ..  ..  212 

355 

564 

1131 

1959  ..  ..  185 

835 

540 

1560 
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Diphtheria  immunisation  —  State  of  Immunity 

The  following  table  gives  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
immunity  (i.e.  children  considered  fully  protected  by  immunisa¬ 
tion)  of  the  child  population  of  Wakefield  as  at  31st  December, 
1959. 


Age  at  31.12.59  i 

i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  1 
1959 

1  -4 
1955-58 

5-9  10-14 

1950-54  1945-49 

Under  15 
Total 

A.  Number  of  child¬ 
ren  whose  last  course 
(primary  or  booster) 
was  completed  in  the 
period  1955-59 

153 

2050 

©  • 

2380  715 

5298 

B.  Number  of  child¬ 
ren  whose  last  course 
(primary  or  booster) 
was  completed  in  the 
period  1954  or  earlier 

V. 

1263  3146 

4409 

j 

C.  Estimated  mid¬ 
year  child  popula¬ 
tion 

910 

3490 

- Y 

9200 

13600 

Immunity  Index 

100  A/C  .. 

16.8% 

58.7% 

33.6% 

38.9% 

The  immunity  index  at  the  end  of  1959  showed  an  increase  of 
4.7  per  cent,  over  the  figure  for  1958.  This  is  still  far  from  satis¬ 
factory,  although  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  almost  twice  the 
number  of  babies  under  the  age  of  one  year  received  diphtheria 
immunisation  than  in  either  of  the  two  previous  years.  This  is  rather 
encouraging  and  speaks  well  of  the  efforts  of  Health  Visitors  in 
persuading  mothers  to  have  their  babies  immunised.  Nevertheless, 
our  aim  must  be  to  try  and  improve  the  position. 

There  was  an  improvement  in  the  immunity  state  in  the  10  to 
14  year  age  group,  brought  about  by  visits  to  a  number  of  senior 
schools,  and  it  is  hoped  to  concentrate  in  future  on  giving  booster 
injections  to  children  soon  after  they  commence  school  at  the  age 
of  5  and  again  at  the  age  of  1 1  when  they  are  transferred  to  the 
secondary  schools.  By  this  method  we  have  two  further  attempts 
of  immunising  children  not  done  in  infancy. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  resistance  to  diphtheria  immunisa¬ 
tion  and  smallpox  vaccination  exists  because  of  the  very  small 
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number  of  cases  which  occur  these  days.  Health  Visitors  and 
Doctors  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  put  over  to  mothers  the  high 
risk  of  contacting  either  disease  owing  to  the  easier  and  quicker 
forms  of  travel  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

This  scheme  which  commenced  in  January,  1957,  has  been 
carried  out  largely  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Butterfield,  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer. 

For  several  years  the  Chest  Physician  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  has  been  vaccinating  contacts  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis 

The  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  is  available  to  all  children  in 
attendance  at  school  who  are  over  the  age  of  12  years. 

The  reason  for  selecting  this  age  group  is  to  give  the  child  a 
degree  of  immunity  against  Tuberculosis  before  leaving  school  to 
take  up  a  more  strenuous  life  as  a  working  member  of  the  popula¬ 
tion. 

The  co-operation  between  the  Director  of  Education  and  the 
head  teachers  of  the  secondary  schools  in  the  City  is  sought  and  it 
is  largely  due  to  their  energy  that  the  response  to  B.C.G.  vaccina¬ 
tion  has  been  do  good.  Of  the  children  in  the  appropriate  age  group 
eligible  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  nearly  half  took  advantage  of  the 
scheme. 

Skin  tests  (which  consist  of  an  injection  under  the  skin  of  the 
forearm)  were  actually  completed  on  575  children  which  represents 
47  per  cent,  of  the  13  year  age  group.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table 
below,  15  per  cent,  of  these  children  gave  a  positive  reaction  which 
showed  that  they  had  at  some  time  been  exposed  to  tuberculosis 
infection.  Negative  readings  were  obtained  from  487  (85  per  cent.) 
children  who  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

Tuberculin  Testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of 
Wakefield  School  Children 

1 3  years  of  age  1 4  years  and  over 


No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Number  offered  B.C.G.  .  . 

1239 

100 

154 

100 

Children  whose  parents  accepted 

575 

47 

154 

100 

Of  those  who  accepted: 

Children  given  a  Mantoux 
(skin)  Test 

575 

100 

154 

100 

Children  who  had  a  positive 
reaction 

88 

15 

49 

32 

Children  who  had  a  negative 
reaction  and  given  B.C.G. 
vaccination  .  . 

487 

85 

105 

68 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  vaccinated  against 
Poliomyelitis  during  the  year  ,and  the  total  persons  involved  since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


1959 

1957/8 

Total 

Persons  born  in  years  1943-59  .  . 

, .  6241 

3349 

9590 

Persons  born  in  years  1933-42  . . 

. .  2465 

67 

2532 

Expectant  Mothers 

185 

53 

238 

Other  Priority  Groups 

13 

33 

46 

8904 

3502 

12406 

Total  number  of  persons  who  received  a  third  injection  by  the 
31st  December,  1959:  5,393. 


SECTION  27 

Ambulance  and  Sitting  Car  Service 

This  service  is  operated  from  premises  in  York  Street,  which 
is  an  ideal  location,  although  the  buildings  are  in  an  extremely 
poor  condition,  and  far  below  standard.  The  need  for  new  premises 
is  acute,  accommodation  for  vehicles  is  limited,  and  the  lighting  is 
both  poor  and  inadequate.  The  roof  leaks  in  many  places,  resulting 
in  the  garage  floor  being  wet  for  many  months  of  the  year.  This 
may  be  a  contibutory  factor  to  the  amount  of  staff  sickness  during 
the  winter  months. 

The  normal  working  year  is  269  days,  making  a  total  of  5,1 1 1 
working  days  for  all  manual  workers.  During  1959,  302  working 
days  were  lost  through  sickness  which  shows  an  average  of  1.12 
men  under  strength,  a  further  depletion  occurring  at  holiday  times. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council’s  fleet  of  vehicles  consisted 
of  five  ambulances,  three  diesel  engined  sitting  case  cars  and  two 
petrol  engined  cars. 

Although  the  Radio/Telephone  equipment  was  installed  for 
only  the  latter  three  months  of  the  year,  there  has  been  considerable 
increase  in  the  morale  of  the  staff.  The  full  statistical  effect  of  this 
installation  cannot  as  yet  be  properly  assessed,  but  from  the  experi¬ 
ence  available  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  this  method  of  control  has 
greatly  increased  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  and  has  helped  in 
the  reduction  of  mileage  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year. 
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Each  year  hopes  have  been  expressed  that  the  peak  has  been 
reached  in  the  number  of  calls  made  on  the  Ambulance  Service, 
but  each  succeeding  year  the  records  have  shown  an  increase  in 
demand.  1959  was  no  exception,  and  the  total  number  of  cases 
dealt  with  was  38,559,  an  increase  of  1,239  over  1958.  Once  again 
attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that  ambulance  transport 
should  only  be  provided  for  patients  who  are,  in  a  doctor’s 
opinion,  unfit  to  travel  by  other  means. 


Despite  the  increase  in  the  demands  on  the  service,  it  is 
pleasant  to  report  that  the  total  mileage  covered  was  124,335, 
which  was  the  lowest  in  any  year  since  1 952.  I  am  sure  that  this  can 
be  attributed  to  a  better  system  of  control  and  administration, 
helped  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  by  the  use  of  radio  telephone. 


Month 

No.  of  pati< 
conveyec 

;nts 

l 

No 

Joui 

of 

•neys 

Mileage 

Emergency 

Calls 

By  Ambu 

By 

Acci’ts  Acute 

Str. 

Stng 

Cars 

Amb. 

Cars 

Amb. 

Cars 

Illness  Emer’cy 

Maternity,  etc. 

January 

408 

193 

2494 

328 

408 

4062 

6048 

81 

February 

377 

196 

2425 

319 

348 

4596 

5956 

77 

March 

353 

163 

2290 

278 

370 

4315 

4987 

62 

April 

352 

194 

2300 

316 

428 

4239 

7022 

62 

May 

328 

116 

2231 

265 

395 

2500 

7266 

60 

June 

377 

173 

2942 

308 

404 

3693 

7254 

77 

July 

350 

227 

2873 

315 

427 

3583 

7343 

65 

August 

395 

161 

1221 

295 

403 

3648 

5291 

78 

September 

367 

198 

3144 

271 

447 

3062 

7311 

45 

October 

431 

280 

4014 

173 

392 

4747 

6804 

95 

November 

379 

248 

3281 

259 

391 

4156 

6990 

98 

December 

299 

148 

2631 

276 

401 

3467 

5995 

100 

Totals 

4416 

2297 

31846 

3403 

4814 

46068 

78267 

900 

Patie 

nts  conveyed  1959:  38,559 

Total  mileage  1959:  124,335 

Patients  conveyed  1958:  37,320 

Total  mileage:  1958  125,014 
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Vehicle  Maintenance  Workshop 

The  work  carried  out  throughout  the  year  is  indicated  in 
the  following  table: — 


Man  hours  spent  on 

No.  of 

Vehicles 

Department 

Vehicles 

Serviced 

Mechanic 

Assistant 

Total 

Health  (Ambulance)  .  . 

10 

889 

998 

1887 

Home  Nursing  Service 

14 

43 

272 

315 

(Cars,  cycles,  etc.) 

Utility  Van 

1 

17 

22 

39 

Education 

2 

123 

163 

286 

w.v.s . 

1 

12 

14 

26 

Cemetery 

1 

14 

12 

26 

Waterworks  .  . 

3 

33 

20 

53 

Parks  .  . 

2 

44 

60 

104 

Sanitary 

1 

41 

26 

67 

Civil  Defence  . . 

2 

12 

1 

13 

Totals  -  1959  . . 

37 

1228 

1588 

2816 

-  1958  .. 

39 

2085 

671 

2756 

SECTION  23 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

This  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  overlaps 
the  provisions  of  all  the  other  sections  previously  mentioned,  and 
also  Sec.  51  — Mental  Health  Service. 

Tuberculosis 

A  sub-committee  of  the  Health  Committee  which  meets  as 
and  when  necessary  deals  with  matters  affecting  tuberculous 
patients. 

The  Chest  Physician  attends  this  sub-committee  when  his 
opinion  on  matters  affecting  tuberculous  patients  are  to  be 
discussed. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  also  visitors  to  Tuberculosis  house¬ 
holds  and  attend  the  Chest  Physician’s  Clinic  as  social  workers 
for  the  Chest  Physician  in  matters  of  after  care. 

Free  milk  is  supplied  to  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician. 
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The  Corporation  has  a  number  of  houses  reserved  for  the 
re-housing  of  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  whose  accom¬ 
modation  is  unsatisfactory.  During  the  year  four  patients  and 
their  families  were  re-housed. 

The  Health  Visiting,  Nursing  and  Home  Help  staff  visit 
and  give  advice  and  nursing  and  domestic  help  for  patients  being 
treated  in  their  own  homes.  Visits  paid  can  be  seen  in  the  tables 
under  Sections  24,  25  and  29. 

A  report  on  the  Tuberculosis  (B.C.G.)  vaccination  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  Section  26. 

Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

The  Corporation  provides  convalescent  home  treatment, 
usually  for  a  period  of  two  weeks,  for  those  persons  who  are 
considered  to  be  in  need  of  a  rest  and  are  unable  to  meet  the 
cost  themselves.  Convalescent  Home  treatment  is  provided 
only  on  a  doctor’s  recommendation  and  the  family  income  is 
taken  into  consideration  in  arriving  at  the  charge  to  be  borne 
by  the  recipient.  During  1959  three  persons  benefited  from  the 
scheme. 

Loan  Equipment 

A  number  of  articles  of  nursing  equipment  which  consists 
of  such  things  as  wheel-chairs,  bed-pans,  urinals,  air  rings, 
dunlopillo  mattresses,  rubber  sheeting,  etc.,  are  available  for 
issue  from  the  Public  Health  Department  to  persons  being  nursed 
in  their  own  homes.  These  items  are  lent  free  of  charge  to  neces¬ 
sitous  cases. 

As  mentioned  under  the  respective  sections  care  and  after 
care  of  the  sick  is  a  duty  performed  by  the  Home  Nursing  and 
Domestic  Help  Services.  The  calls  made  by  general  practitioners 
for  the  services  of  a  home  nurse  remains  constantly  high. 

The  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care  extends  to  the 
sick  in  mind  as  well  as  the  bodily  sick  and  I  feel  sure  that  the 
nursing  and  health  visiting  staff  are  doing  much  by  example, 
advice  and  care  in  alleviating  the  suffering  of  the  aged  and  sick 
in  their  homes. 

Health  Education 

Health  Education  in  the  City  of  Wakefield  is  a  part  of  the 
normal  duties  of  the  Medical  and  Health  Visiting  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department.  The  sanitary  staff  play  an  important 
part  by  disseminating  knowledge  of  clean  food  handling  and 
hygiene,  and  by  their  contact  with  householders.  Posters  and 
pamphlets  are  displayed  in  the  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Discussion 
with  the  parents  is  undertaken  in  the  homes  and  clinics  by  the 
Health  Visitors. 
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Subjects  of  campaigns  which  were  organised  in  1959  are 
as  follows: 

(a)  HOME  ACCIDENTS 

Since  1957  monthly  lists  of  home  accident  cases  treated  at 
Clayton  Hospital  have  been  sent  to  the  Health  Department  by 
courtesy  of  Wakefield  “A”  Group  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee. 

A  noteworthy  decline  in  the  numbers  of  such  accident  cases 
has  occurred  as  shown  by  the  table  below: 

Year  No.  of  home  accident  cases 

1957  220 

1958  179 

1959  145 

Nearly  one  third  of  the  patients  who  incurred  a  home  accident 
injury  were  children  under  the  age  of  6  years,  as  shown  in  the 
analysis  of  type  of  accidents  given  below: 


Type  of  accident 

Children 
under  6 

Others 

Totals 

Burns 

years  of  age 
2 

1 

9 

Scalds 

15 

10 

25 

Falls  . 

12 

38 

50 

Cuts 

7 

27 

34 

Trapped  fingers 

9 

9 

18 

Other  accidents 

2 

7 

9 

Totals  . . 

47 

98 

145 

(b)  ANTI-LITTER  CAMPAIGN 

In  the  summer  of  1959  a  campaign  was  organised  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  public  the  problem  of  dangerous  litter,  e.g., 
broken  glass  containers,  This  is  of  particular  importance  on  recrea¬ 
tion  grounds,  in  parks,  paddling  pools,  shallow  streams,  and  in 
long  grass.  The  campaign  was  complementary  to  the  nation-wide 
plea  “Keep  Britain  Tidy”.  In  addition,  special  efforts  were  made 
to  draw  public  attention  to  the  need  for  the  proper  return  of 
empty  milk  bottles.  Letters  were  sent  to  all  large  industrial  concerns 
in  the  City,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  milk  distributors  was 
secured.  The  Director  of  Education  mentioned  the  need  for  care 
in  disposing  of  milk  bottles  in  a  circular  to  Head  Teachers,  and 
posters  were  displayed  in  the  child  welfare  clinics,  and  at  the 
Wakefield  Agricultural  Show. 
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(c)  “check  that  fall”  campaign 

The  Health  Department  participated  in  this  nation-wide 
winter  campaign,  which  was  organised  by  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Accidents.  Attention  was  focused  on  the 
problem  of  falls  in  the  home,  and  how  to  avoid  them.  Each  year 
in  England  and  Wales  about  5,000  people  die  from  such  falls, 
the  main  victims  being  elderly  people. 

A  large  number  of  posters,  leaflets  and  campaign  stickers 
were  issued  to  various  firms  and  organisations  in  the  City,  in¬ 
cluding  Clayton  and  Pinderfields  Hospitals,  Youth  House,  the 
Council  for  Social  Service,  and  the  Gas  and  Electricity  Boards. 
The  themes  of  the  posters,  directing  attention  to  the  need  for 
adequate  lighting,  and  for  fixing  loose  flexes  to  the  floor,  were  such 
that  ready  co-operation  was  received  from  electrical  retailers, 
many  of  whom  exhibited  posters.  Pamphlets  giving  practical  hints 
on  how  to  avoid  falls  were  distributed  to  old  people’s  organisations. 

(c)  FIREGUARDS 

It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  many  of  the  fireguards  on  sale  in 
the  City  are  of  an  unsatisfactory  type,  and  give  only  a  false  sense 
of  security,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  is  a  British 
Standards  specification  in  force  for  fireguards.  The  Health  Visitors 
have  always  recommended  that  the  guard  should  be  of  reasonably 
robust  construction,  and  capable  of  being  fixed  to  the  fire  surround. 

In  1959  each  child  welfare  clinic  was  supplied  with  demonstra¬ 
tion  fireguards  of  suitable  types,  so  that  parents  of  young  children 
attending  the  clinic  could  get  some  idea  of  what  was  required.  If 
interested,  they  were  given  the  names  of  ironmongers  who  could 
supply  similar  guards.  In  the  rare  cases  where  parents  could  not 
afford  to  lay  out  the  money  to  purchase  a  guard  outright,  arrange¬ 
ments  could  be  made  for  them  to  pay  for  one  of  the  demonstration 
guards  by  instalments,  to  be  collected  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Domiciliary  Service  for  Diabetics 

Since  January,  1958,  a  Health  Visitor/Social  Worker  (Miss 
H.  Walker)  has  attended  the  Diabetic  Clinic,  directed  by  Dr. 
Richard  Fletcher,  Consultant  Physician  at  Clayton  Hospital, 
Wakefield,  for  part  of  the  Monday  morning  session,  to  see  new 
patients,  and  to  give  care  and  help  in  their  own  homes. 

The  Health  Visitor  remains  with  Dr.  Fletcher  and  patient 
until  the  consultation  is  concluded,  thus  obtaining  a  clinical 
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knowledge  of  the  case  which  is  of  great  value  later  in  the  home. 
The  patient  is  taught  how  to  test  urine,  and  notes  on  the  required 
diet  are  given  to  the  Health  Visitor  by  Dr.  Fletcher.  After  a  short 
discussion  with  the  patient  an  appointment  is  made  to  visit  the 
the  home  after  a  few  days. 

At  home  suggestions  are  made  for  a  varied  diet,  and  help  is 
given  in  the  planning  of  meals. 

A  supplementary  allowance  can  be  obtained  in  certain  needy 
cases  from  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

Coloured  pencils  are  used  for  the  recording  of  urine  tests,  and 
these  can  be  supplied  free  of  charge  from  the  Health  Department 
for  Old  Age  Pensioners  living  alone. 

Usually  two  or  three  home  visits  are  necessary,  especially  to 
elderly  people,  depending  on  the  patient’s  own  adaptability  to  the 
new  diet. 

Longstanding  diabetics  who  have  not  kept  to  their  diet  are 
also  visited  at  the  request  of  the  Registrar. 

New  patients  attending  Wakefield  General  Hospital  are  visited 
for  Dr.  Fletcher,  as  are  also  those  from  Pinderfields  Hospital.  Parti¬ 
culars  are  sent  in  these  cases  by  the  Clinical  Secretary  direct  to  the 
Health  Visitor. 

In-patients  discharged  from  hospital  who  require  help  are 
visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  arriving  home.  Often  the  Ward 
Sister  will  telephone  the  Health  Visitor  to  avoid  wasting  time.  This 
does  not  apply,  however,  to  patients,  who  because  of  age  or  illness, 
need  daily  visiting,  as  these  cases  are  in  the  care  of  the  Home 
Nurses.  The  first  week  or  two  after  diagnosis,  diabetics  may  find 
the  complete  change  of  diet  rather  puzzling,  and  it  is  during  this 
time  that  one  or  more  visits  can  considerably  shorten  the  period  of 
adjustment.  Visits  are  made  at  all  hours  as  many  patients  are 
working  and  must  be  seen  in  the  evening. 

There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  the  domiciliary  service  is  very 
much  appreciated  by  the  patients,  who  seem  pleased  to  have  some¬ 
one  to  see  them  from  the  hospital. 

34  new  patients  were  seen  at  the  Hospital  and  later  in  their 
own  homes. 

136  home  visits  were  made,  including  visits  to  old  patients  and 
ineffective  visits. 

Dr.  Fletcher  freely  gives  his  advice  and  guidance  in  dealing 
with  the  diabetic  ,and  I  would  like  to  thank  Sister  Ragett,  sister- 
in-charge  of  out-patients  who  is  helpful  in  every  way  and  makes 
every  effort  to  provide  a  quiet  room  for  Health  Visitors  to  talk 
to  patients. 
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SECTION  29 


Home  Help  Service 

This  service  continued  to  work  smoothly  and  efficiently. 
The  demand  for  the  service  during  1959  increased  slightly,  a  home 
help  being  provided  in  593  homes,  as  against  571  homes  in  the 
previous  year. 


Analysis  of  cases  helped 


1958 

1959 

Confinement  cases 

29 

34 

Sickness  in  the  home 

106 

118 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital 

93 

75 

Aged  and  chronic  sick 

. .  304 

338 

Blind  persons  .  . 

28 

13 

Tuberculosis  cases 

3 

6 

Problem  families 

3 

5 

Sitter-up  service 

5 

4 

571 

593 

The  Assistant  Home  Help  Orgainser  paid  954  visits  to  house 
holders. 

The  number  of  home  helps  employed  during  the  year  was 
78  (8  full-time  and  70  part-time)  and  they  worked  an  aggregate 
of  91,1 87 J  hours,  v/hich  is  an  increase  equivalent  to  10  per  cent,  on 
1958,  and  was  an  average  of  154  hours  approximately,  per  house¬ 
holder. 

Charges  for  the  service  to  the  householder  are  levied  on  an 
income  basis,  and  of  the  593  households  which  benefited  from 
the  services  of  a  home  help,  117  paid  the  full  rate,  67  paid  an 
assessed  charge,  and  409  paid  the  minimum  charge  of  6s.  6d. 
per  week. 

It  must,  however,  be  pointed  out  that  the  charge  for  the 
service  bears  no  relation  to  the  amount  of  work  done;  need  is 
the  criterion. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  health  of  many  chronic  sick 
and  aged  persons  has  deteriorated.  They  now  need  the  service 
daily,  and  in  some  cases  twice  daily,  and  also  at  week-ends. 

The  service  has  assisted  many  of  them  to  remain  in  their  own 
homes.  In  a  few  difficult  cases  averaging  only  3  per  cent,  it  is  found 
that  where  one  householder  prefers  to  keep  a  certain  home  help, 
another  likes  changes. 

The  majority  of  the  home  helps  are  housewives  who  are 
employed  on  a  part-time  basis.  These  housewives  are  able  to  fit 
in  their  home  help  duties  without  disrupting  their  own  households. 
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Since  1940  the  home  helps  have  done  yeoman  service,  and  their 
help  as  I  know  from  testimonials  I  have  received,  has  been  greatly 
appreciated  by  those  in  need. 

The  home  helps  have  been  appointed  untrained,  although,  as 
I  said  before,  they  are  in  the  main  experienced  housewives,  and  as 
such  have  been  able  to  go  straight  into  any  home  and  carry  out 
their  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  householder  and  the  Organiser. 

However,  for  a  long  time  I  have  considered  that  there  would  be 
definite  advantages  in  home  helps  going  on  a  preparation  course, 
not  as  a  means  of  instructing  novices  in  the  very  skilled  work  of 
home  making  and  home  craft  or  the  social  skill  which  must 
accompany  it,  but  to  prepare  women  who  have  already  acquired 
these  skills  for  the  emergencies  which  they  may  have  to  deal  with 
in  their  work  as  members  of  the  Home  Help  Service. 

Through  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Director  of  Education 
and  the  Principal  and  Domestic  Science  Teacher  at  the  Technical 
College,  I  was  able  to  arrange  such  a  course  for  home  helps  ,to  be 
spread  over  a  period  of  ten  weeks;  the  selected  home  helps 
attending  twice  weekly  for  three  hours  on  each  occasion.  The 
curriculum  covers  all  forms  of  domestic  duties,  including  the  use 
of  different  types  of  domestic  equipment,  the  preparation  of 
invalid  dishes  and  special  diets  for  the  sick  and  infants,  budgetting 
and  catering  for  families  of  different  sizes,  and  some  simple  first 
aid  lessons. 

Two  courses  were  held  in  1959,  the  first  one  being  in 
September,  and  both  proved  highly  successful. 


SECTION  51 

Mental  Health  Service 

There  is  a  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health 
Committee  which  meets  as  and  when  required. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  the  staff 
employed  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  are  set  out  below: — 


Certifying  Officers 
(Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 
1913-38) 

Approved  Medical  Officers 
(School  Health  Service  and 
Handicapped  Pupils  Regu¬ 
lations,  1953) 

Mental  Health  Officer 
Psychiatrist 


Dr.  C.  G.  K.  Thompson,  M.O.H. 
Dr.  G.  Tattersall,  D. M.O.H. 

Dr.  C.  G.  K.  Thompson,  M.O.H. 
Dr.  G.  Tattersall,  D. M.O.H. 


J.  B.  Gracey 
Dr.  A.  Fenton-Russell 
Attends  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 
Occupation  Centre  Supervisor  Mrs.  P.  M.  Vogeler 
Duly  Authorised  Officers  Messrs.  J.  B.  Gracey,  L.  Bly  and 

A.  Hudson. 
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Occupation  Centre 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  59  pupils  on  the  register, 
consisting  of  47  from  the  City  and  12  from  the  West  Riding, 
ranging  in  ages  from  3  years  to  18  years.  Of  the  total  number  on  the 
register,  22  were  mongols  and  the  remainder  include  spastics,  a 
few  epileptics,  and  severely  sub-normal  children,  all  of  whom  had 
to  receive  specialised  training  and  treatment.  The  daily  attendance 
during  the  year  was  high,  an  average  of  54,  which  is  extremely 
good,  and  in  itself  proved  how  the  children  enjoyed  attending 
each  day. 

The  pupils  at  Wesley  Hall  are  divided  into  four  groups  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  chronological  age.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  by  far  the 
best  arrangement.  If,  as  in  some  centres,  the  children  are  graded 
into  groups  according  to  their  mental  age,  one  might  have  a  small 
child,  actual  age  eight  years,  together  with  a  fully  grown  child  age 
of  say  17+.  As  one  can  see,  this  arrangement  would  not  achieve 
the  best  possible  results. 

The  staff  employed  at  the  Centre  consists  of  one  Supervisor 
and  four  Assistant  Supervisors.  Each  group  is  in  the  care  of  an 
Assistant  Supervisor  and  works  to  an  interesting  timetable  com¬ 
piled  by  the  Supervisor,  and  which  includes  many  varied  items,  for 
example,  social  training,  speech  training,  sense  training,  hygiene, 
dancing,  singing,  percussion  band,  physical  education,  handwork 
and  handicrafts,  recognition  of  money  and  clock  lessons,  etc. 
It  is  our  aim,  wherever  possible,  to  improve,  by  careful  training, 
the  mentality  of  the  child,  and  so  enable  him  to  fit  into  the  pattern 
of  everyday  life  without  undue  attention  being  taken  of  his  presence. 
Unfortunately,  this  is  not  always  possible,  but  in  most  cases  there 
has  been  a  certain  amount  of  success.  As  soon  as  the  children  are 
old  enough,  they  are  given  small  tasks  to  do  in  their  own  classroom 
or  about  the  Centre.  This  helps  to  give  the  confidence  they  so  often 
lack.  Organised  free  play  is  another  important  item  on  the  time¬ 
table  as  this  enables  us  to  watch  the  children  whilst  at  play  and  in 
doing  this  we  very  often  learn  more  about  the  child’s  character,  etc. 

The  staff  work  well,  as  always,  and  are  eager  to  attend  any 
course  appertaining  to  their  work.  During  the  past  year  they  have 
attended  an  Art  Course  and  one  on  Country  Dancing. 

Relationship  between  staff  and  parents  is  very  good,  and  the 
Parent/Staff  Association  is  now  flourishing  and  provides  many 
extras  for  the  centre. 

Many  social  functions  are  arranged  by  this  Association, 
including  dances,  socials  and  an  Annual  Garden  Party,  which  was 
opened  in  1959  by  the  Mayoress  of  Wakefield  (Mrs.  Moore). 
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Special  days  at  the  Centre  included  the  following: 

June  Sports  Day  and  crowning  of  the  Rose  Queen. 

June  44  children  accompanied  by  the  staff  spent  an  enjoy¬ 

able  day  at  Filey.  Tea  was  provided  in  Brown’s  Cafe 
by  the  Wakefield  Rotarians. 

November  Sale  of  finished  handwork  to  parents  and  friends.  This 
realised  the  sum  of  £40  2s.  2d. 


December  Open  Day.  The  pupils  entertained  the  Deputy  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Ffealth  Committee  and  parents  and  friends 
by  performing  a  short  pantomime  entitled  “Dream¬ 
land  Fantasies”.  This  was  followed  by  a  Nativity 
Tableau.  The  pupils  thoroughly  enjoyed  taking  part 
in  these  productions  and  a  great  deal  of  work  and 
preparation  takes  place  beforehand. 

December  The  Christmas  Party  which  delights  all  of  us  and 
especially  the  visit  from  Santa  Claus. 


The  cleanliness  and  health  of  each  child  is  closely  watched, 
and  each  week  Dr.  Butterfield,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  visits 
to  see  all  is  well.  An  annual  medical  inspection  also  takes  place 
when  the  parents  are  invited  to  be  present  and  the  child’s  progress 
is  noted. 

During  the  past  year  suitable  employment  has  been  found  for 
a  County  boy  who  was  considered  to  be  able  to  cope  with  employ¬ 
ment.  His  work  is  at  Armitages  Brick  Works,  and  I  hear  that  he 
has  proved  satisfactory.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  that  all 
the  people  who  have  attended  this  Centre  and  eventually  found 
employment  have  managed  to  hold  their  jobs. 

The  entrance  hall  to  the  Centre  has  been  painted  a  nice 
bright  yellow,  pale  blue  and  light  navy,  and  looks  very  cheerful 
The  two  ground  floor  classrooms  have  also  been  painted  in  light 
fresh  colours. 


Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 


During  the  year  ended  December,  1959,  the  following  cases 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers: 


Admissions  to  Hospitals 

Male  Female 

Total 

(a)  Voluntary  and  Informal 

32  27 

59 

(b)  Patients  Examined  and  Certified 

in 

Stanley  Royd  Hospital 

6  31 

37 

(c)  Patients  Examined  but  not  Certified 

—  3 

3 
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(d) 

Patients  Certified  and  admitted 
home 

from 

1 

1 

(e) 

Emergency  Admissions  (Sec.  20  &  21).  . 

22 

39 

61 

(0 

Absconders  returned  to  Hospital 

•  • 

4 

2 

6 

(g) 

Admissions  from  Psychiatric 
Patients  Clinics 

Out- 

17 

3 

20 

(h) 

Temporary  Admissions  .  . 

•  • 

1 

— • 

1 

N.B. — Of  these  admissions,  the  following  were  not  resident 
in  the  City  at  the  time  of  admission: 

(a)  Voluntary  and  Informal  .  .  . .  .  .  6 

(b)  Certified  cases  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  36 

(e)  Emergency  Admissions  . .  . .  .  .  8 

(g)  Clinical  admissions  . .  . .  . .  10 

Patients  examined  and  Certified  in  Stanley  Royd  Hospital 

These  patients  were  admitted  either  on  a  voluntary  basis  or 
on  the  volition  of  the  local  Duly  Authorised  Officer,  and  they 
elected  to  take  their  own  discharge  against  medical  advice.  Because 
it  was  considered  necessary  that  treatment  should  be  continued, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  a  Medical  Practitioner  were  requested 
by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  to  examine  each  patient  and,  in  the 
patient’s  own  interest,  certification  was  considered  necessary 
under  Section  16  of  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

Other  Cases  Reported  and  Investigated 

There  were  37  other  cases  (15  male  and  22  female),  investigated 
on  reports  received.  Some  of  these  were  cases  previously  treated 
in  hospital  and  in  constant  need  of  supervision.  In  a  number  of 
cases  it  was  found  necessary  for  re-admission  to  hospital.  Other 
cases  considered  not  to  be  in  need  of  urgent  treatment  were 
arranged  appointments  to  attend  the  Psychiatric  Out-Patients’ 
Clinics. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  admission  to  Geriatric 
Units  and  Welfare  Homes  of  a  few  suitable  elderly  patients. 

Community  Care  of  Sub-Normal  Patients  and 
Patients  suffering  from  Mental  Disorders 

During  1959,  domiciliary  visits  to  the  homes  of  sub-normal 
patients  and  persons  suffering  from  mental  disorder,  numbered 
1,151.  In  addition,  a  number  of  patients  not  resident  in  the  City, 
who  were  seen  at  various  times  at  the  Psychiatric  Out-Patients 
Clinics,  were  visited  and  social  reports  completed  at  the  special 
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request  of  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  who  attends  these  clinics. 

For  those  patients  discharged  from  hospital  after  long  stay 
terms,  suitable  ones  were  recommended  for  a  six  week  course  at 
the  Industrial  Rehabilitation  Centre  in  Leeds.  Assistance  was 
given  to  others  to  find  suitable  employment  and  help  and  advice 
on  domestic  and  personal  affairs.  Some  employers  were  kind  and 
sympathetic  and  made  rehabilitation  of  those  patients  much 
easier. 

In  addition,  due  to  the  close  liaison  between  the  Doctors  and 
staff  of  the  local  Mental  Hospital,  out-patient  treatment  can  often 
be  readily  arranged  tor  those  patients  who  are  found  to  be  relapsing 
mentally  thus  easing  the  pressure  on  the  great  demand  for  hospital 
beds  and  the  over-worked  staff. 

Sub-normal  patients  discharged  from  Mental  Institutions  on 
licence  are  also  visited,  and  quarterly  home  circumstances  and 
progress  reports  are  furnished  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer. 

Psychiatric  Out-Patients  Clinic 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  attends  this  clinic  each  Wednesday 
afternoon.  New  patients  are  interviewed  prior  to  seeing  the 
Psychiatrist  and  case  histories  and  social  reports  completed.  A 
close  understanding  and  working  arrangement  exists  with  the 
Psychiatrist  in  the  running  of  the  clinic. 

Reports  on  progress  are  made  to  the  Psychiatrist  in  charge  of 
the  case  after  periodic  home  visits  are  made  and  the  patients  are 
kept  under  observation  as  is  considered  necessary. 

Occasional  appointments  are  made  through  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officer  by  General  Practitioners. 

General  Remarks 

During  the  past  year  there  was  a  steady  increase  in  mental 
illness.  More  time  was  spent  on  cases,  more  visits  were  made,  ,| 
calling  for  greater  tact,  skill,  appreciation  and  understanding  to  ill 
be  adopted. 

With  the  eve  of  the  implementation  of  the  “new  look”  mental 
health  approaching,  an  even  greater  demand  will  be  required, 
involving  a  higher  degree  of  diplomacy  and  understanding. 
Already  parts  of  the  Act  on  the  new  approach  to  mental  health 
are  in  force,  and  up  to  the  present  are  proving  quite  satisfactory, 
but  the  burden  put  on  Local  Authorities  will  be  heavy,  calling  for 
a  great  degree  of  skill  and  understanding. 

Parts  of  the  new  law  recommendations  of  mental  health  were 
already  put  into  operation  in  Wakefield  during  the  past  two  and  a 
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half  years,  in  the  form  of  community  and  after-care  services,  and 
a  steady  improvement  has  been  maintained. 

A  close  and  understanding  liaison  already  exists  between 
the  hospital  staffs  and  doctors  of  the  local  hospitals  in  the  City, 
and  of  the  General  Practitioners  and  of  voluntary  organisations, 
each  playing  their  part  in  complete  co-operation  and  under¬ 
standing. 

The  tables  below  are  copies  of  the  return  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  each  year  with  regard  to  ascertainment  and 
disposal  of  mental  defectives. 


National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913  to  1938. 
Local  Health  Services. 


Under  age  1 6 

1 6  and  over 

M  F 

M 

F 

1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1959. 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December,  1959,  ascertained 
to  be  defectives  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  . . 
Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  by: 

(1)  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend  school 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts 

(3)  Other  sources 

(b)  Cases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  defec¬ 
tives  but  were  not,  at  31st  December,  1959,  re¬ 
garded  as  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  on  any 
ground 

(c)  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as  defec¬ 

tives  or  in  which  action  was  incomplete  at  31st 
December,  1959,  and  are  thus  excluded  from 
(a)  or  (b) . 

3  6 

1 

1  1 

___ 

2 

1 

Total 

4  8 

2 

1 

2.  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1959. 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “sub¬ 
ject  to  be  dealt  with”  (i.e.  at  1  (a) )  Number: 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

3  8 

2 

1 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

-  - 

— 

— 

(iii)  Taken  to  “Places  of  Safety” 

-  - 

— 

— 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals 

1  — 

— 

— 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  (i.e.  at  1  (b) )  number 
(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision  . . 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary 

-  - 

— 

— 

Total 

4  8 

2 

1 
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Under 

age  16 

16  an 

d  over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

3.  Number  of  mental  defectives  for  whom  care  was 
arranged  by  the  local  health  authority  under 
Circular  5/52  during  1959  and  admitted  to: 

(a)  National  Health  Service  Hospitals 

(b)  Elsewhere  . . 

2 

— • 

— 

1 

Total 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4.  Total  cases  on  Authority’s  Registers  at  31/12/59 : 
(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 

13 

18 

41 

32 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  In  “Places  of  Safety” 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  In  Hospitals. . 

4 

1 

30 

28 

(v)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

— 

— 

19 

24 

Total 

17 

19 

90 

84 

5.  Number  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  31st 
December,  1959,  who  were  dealt  with  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  8  or  9  ,  Mental  Deficiency 
Act,  1913  (including  in  4  (ii)  )  . . 

6.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community  on 
31/12/59  (according  to  need  at  that  date): 

(a)  Cases  included  in  4  (i)-(iii)  in  need  of  hospital 
care  and  reported  accordingly  to  the  hospital 
authority 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care:  . . 

(i)  “cot  and  chair”  cases 

_ 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

1 

— * 

— 

— 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  Urgent  Cases  . . 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care: 

(i)  “cot  and  chair”  cases 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total  Non-Urgent  Cases 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

3 

(b)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  4  (i),  (ii)  and  (v), 
number  considered  suitable  for: 

(i)  occupation  centre 

13 

15 

3 

6 

(ii)  industrial  centre  . . 

— 

— 

20 

15 

(iii)  home  training 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

13 

15 

23 

21 

(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  6  (b),  number  receiv¬ 
ing  training  on  31/12/59: 

(i)  in  occupation  centre 

13 

15 

3 

6 

(ii)  In  industrial  centre 

— 

— 

7 

— 

(iii)  at  home 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

13 

15 

10 

6 
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REPORTS  ON  INDIVIDUAL  SERVICES  AND  OTHER 

MATTERS 


Physiotherapy. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 
National  Assistance  Act — Incidence  of  Blindness. 
Staff — Medical  Examinations. 

Wakefield  Water. 

Wakefield  Swimming  Baths 
Annual  Report  of  City  Analyst. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Disinfection. 

Tuberculosis. 

Venereal  Disease. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 
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Physiotherapy 

Work  in  connection  with  the  Physiotherapy  classes  for  the 
benefit  of  mothers  and  children  at  the  “Cliffe”,  Margaret  Street, 
was  suspended  in  August,  1958,  owing  to  the  resignation  of  the 
Physiotherapist.  Although  the  post  was  repeatedly  advertised, 
it  was  only  in  November,  1959,  that  the  post  was  filled.  However, 
with  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Jones,  it  was  possible  to  resume  the 
Relaxation  Classes  and  attendances  by  expectant  mothers 
numbered  70,  and  a  further  4  mothers  attended  for  post-natal 
exercises. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk  and  patho¬ 
logical  specimens  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Wood  Street,  Wakefield. 

Messrs.  Lee  and  Mallinder  of  Halifax  carry  out  the  chemical 
analysis  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Wakefield  Corporation. 

Chemical  analyses  of  food,  drugs  and  fertilisers  are  carried 
out  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Dailey,  F.R.I.C.,  who  is  employed  as  the  City 
Analyst  for  Leeds  and  also  acts  for  the  City  of  Wakefield. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

No  proceedings  were  taken  in  1959  to  compulsory  admit 
persons  to  hospital  under  Section  47  of  this  Act. 

National  Assistance  Act  —  Incidence  of  Blindness 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs  me  that  18  persons 
were  admitted  to  the  Blind  Register  and  17  persons  were  admitted 
to  the  Partially  Sighted  Register  during  1959.  The  following  table 
shows  follow-up  of  registered  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons. 

Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 

Year  ending  3  lx/  December ,  1959 


Cause  of  Disability 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para.  7  (c)  of 
Forms  B.D.8  recommends: 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) 

Cata¬ 

ract 

Glau¬ 

coma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

12 

4 

4 

14 

1 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (b) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received  treat¬ 
ment 

2 

Staff  Medical  Examinations 

During  1959,  119  persons  were  examined  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Local  Government  Superannuation  Acts,  1937-53. 


WAKEFIELD  WATER,  1959 

The  year  1959  has  been  remarkable  for  the  low  rainfall  on  the 
City  Reservoir  catchment  areas  particularly  during  the  period 
January  to  October.  For  the  first  three  months  rainfall  was  41  per 
cent,  below  average  and  April  was  the  only  month  of  the  ten  when 
it  was  above  average.  Over  the  whole  year  rain  fell  on  191  days 
compared  with  an  average  of  223.  The  prolonged  dry  spell  resulted 
in  a  rapid  diminution  of  water  stocks  and  by  the  end  of  September 
it  was  necessary  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  use  of  hosepipes  for 
gardening  and  car  washing.  Pumps  were  installed  at  Ryburn  in 
October  so  that  water  from  this,  normally  a  compensation 
reservoir,  could  if  necessary  be  diverted  to  supply.  On  the  19th 
October,  when  the  Wakefield  Water  (Drought)  Order  came  into 
operation,  compensation  water  was  reduced  by  50  per  cent,  and 
on  the  24th  October  a  complete  ban  was  imposed  on  the  use  of 
hosepipes.  Fortunately  rainfall  during  the  last  two  months  of  the 
year  was  above  average  allowing  some  restrictions  to  be  lifted  on 
the  16th  November  and  all  restrictions  to  be  removed  on  the  19th 
December. 

Consumption  in  the  whole  area  supplied  continued  to  rise 
reaching  6.34  m.g.d.  compared  with  6.13  m.g.d.  in  1958.  In  the 
City  the  rise  is  chiefly  attributable  to  trade,  the  domestic  supplies 
keeping  remarkably  constant.  During  the  worst  period  of  the 
drought  there  was  a  very  good  response  to  appeals  for  economy. 
To  meet  this  ever  increasing  demand,  the  scheme  to  extract  water 
from  Turvin  Clough  by  means  of  the  Manshead  Tunnel  was 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 

Further  installations  have  been  made  to  improve  the  existing 
treatment  works;  a  V  notch  chlorinator  at  Ardsley  to  work  in 
conjunction  with  the  new  equipment  installed  in  1958  and  a  wash 
water  tower  at  Jaw  Hill  for  use  with  the  pressure  filters. 

The  programme  of  re-lay  or  abandonment  of  the  old  com¬ 
pany’s  mains  has  been  continued  and  ball  type  hydrants  replaced 
as  money  became  available.  Extensions  to  new  housing  estates 
at  Milnthorpe  and  Parkhill  have  been  carried  out. 

Progress  has  been  made  towards  regrouping  of  the  Wakefield 
&  District  water  undertakings  culminating  in  the  preparation  of 
a  Draft  Order  for  submission  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 
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Results  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Water. 

(1)  Raw  Water  from  Ringstone  Main  collected  at  Ardsley. 
4  samples  taken  during  the  year. 


Date  of  Examination 

5  Mar 

21  May 

27  Aug 

3  Dec 

Total  Solids 

85 

60 

75 

100 

Mineral  Matter . . 

60 

50 

65 

90 

Chlorides  as  NaCl 

20 

21 

21 

18 

Free  Ammonia 

0.38 

0.29 

0.52 

0,56 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.06 

0.08 

0.17 

0.10 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours 
at  80°F. 

0.70 

0.55 

2.00 

1.60 

Nitrous  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen. . 

0.6 

0.5 

0.3 

0.6 

Temporary  Flardness  . . 

20 

20 

25 

35 

Total  Hardness. . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Hardness  . . 

20 

20 

25 

35 

Alkalinity  in  terms  of  CaCo3 
to  M.O. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Acidity  in  terms  of  CaO 

5 

5 

5 

10 

pH  Value 

4.0 

4.0 

3.8 

3.6 

Colour — Hazen  Units.. 

15 

10 

30 

15 

Turbidity — Silica  Scale 

10 

5 

20 

5 

Manganese  as  Mn. 

0.27 

0.16 

0.11 

0.52 

Iron  as  Fe 

0.97 

1.00 

1.22 

1.24 

(Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 
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(Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 
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(3)  Water  collected  from  Tap  in 
4  samples  taken  during  year. 


21  King  Street,  Wakefield. 


Date 

of  Exami 

nation 

21  May 

27  Aug 

25  Nov 

18  Dec 

Total  Solids 

90 

110 

145 

145 

Mineral  Matter . . 

85 

90 

105 

115 

Chlorides  as  NaCl 

26 

25 

16 

13 

Free  Ammonia 

0.16 

0.02 

0.25 

0.06 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.02 

0.10 

0.08 

0.06 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours 
at  80°F. 

0.10 

0.05 

0.55 

0.25 

Nitrous  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen. . 

0.4 

0.4 

0.3 

0.8 

Temporary  Hardness  . . 

50 

55 

60 

65 

Total  Hardness. . 

10 

15 

10 

5 

Permanent  Hardness  . . 

40 

40 

50 

60 

Alkalinity  in  terms  of  CaCo3 
to  M.O. 

10 

Nil 

10 

5 

Acidity  in  terms  of  CaO 

Nil 

Ni 

Ni 

Nil 

Lead  in  Solution 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Lead  dissolved  in  24  hours 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

pH  Value 

7.1 

7.7 

6.9 

6.3 

Colour — Hazen  Units  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Turbidity — Silica  Scale 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Manganese  as  Mn. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron  as  Fe 

0.01 

Nil 

0.09 

0.03 

Free  Chlorine — Actual  Free  . . 

0.05 

Nil 

0.10 

0.18 

Total  including  chloramines  . . 

0.09 

Nil 

0.70 

0.24 

[ 

(Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 
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Result  of  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 

(a)  Raw  water  from  Ringstone  Main  —  4  samples  taken. 
One  test  (4.3.59)  showed: 


Coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days,  37  C 

. .  0  per  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli  (type  1) 

•  • 

. .  0  per  100  ml. 

One  test  (20.5.59)  showed: 

Coliform 

•  • 

. .  0  per  100  ml. 

Bact.  .  .  . .  . .  . . 

•  • 

. .  0  per  100  ml. 

One  test  (26.8.59)  showed: 

Coliform 

•  • 

. .  1  per  100  ml. 

Bact. 

•  • 

. .  1  per  100  ml. 

One  test  (2.12.59)  showed: 

Coliform 

•  • 

. .  7  per  100  ml. 

Bact. 

«  0 

. .  7  per  100  ml. 

(b)  Raw  water  from  Ryburn  Main — 4  samples  taken  during  the  year. 


One  test  (4.3.59)  showed: 

Coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days  37  C  0 
Bact.  coli  (type  1)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0 

One  test  (20.5.59)  showed: 

Coliform  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Bact.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

One  test  (26.8.59)  showed: 

Coliform  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Bact.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

One  test  (2.12.59)  showed: 

Coliform  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bact.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Results  of  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 
Supply 


per 

100 

ml. 

per 

100 

ml. 

per 

100 

ml. 

per 

100 

ml. 

per 

100 

ml. 

per 

100 

ml. 

per 

100 

ml. 

per 

100 

ml. 

going  into 


1 1 4  samples  were  taken  in  various  parts  of  the  City  and 
meter  houses  of  Outdistricts,  including  samples  taken  at  Lindale 
Hill  Service  Reservoir  and  the  Filtration  Works. 

107  tests  gave  nil  counts. 
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WAKEFIELD  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  two  indoor  swimming  baths  situated  at  Almshouse 
Lane  and  Sun  Lane. 


Almshouse  Lane  Baths 

These  Baths  contain  60,000  gallons  of  water.  Filtered  by  a 
6  ft.  “Turnover”  Filter  Plant,  sandfilled.  Turnover  period  every 
2J  hours. 

Liquid  chlorine  passing  through  a  Bell’s  Chlorinator. 

Coal-fired  Boiler,  Steam  injected  into  Filter  for  heating 
purposes  and  average  temperature  at  78  degrees  F.  all  the  year 
round. 


Sun  Lane  Baths 

These  Baths  contain  170,000  gallons  of  water.  Filtered  by  two 
18  ft.  by  8  ft.  Bell’s  Horizontal  Air-Scoured  Filters,  sandfilled. 

Turnover  period  once  every  2\  hours. 

Liquid  chlorine  passing  through  a  Patterson’s  Chlorinome. 

Electrode  Boiler  Heating.  Average  temperature  78  degrees  F. 
all  the  year  round. 

At  both  establishments  bacteriological  samples  are  taken 
once  a  week  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  testing. 
Written  copies  of  these  tests  are  forwarded  to  the  Baths  Super¬ 
intendent  and  myself  for  information. 

At  no  time  has  an  unsatisfactory  test  been  received  from  either 
Bath. 

Four  tests  are  made  each  day  at  both  Baths  for  chlorine  and 
Ph.  residual.  The  chlorine  fiuctucates  between  0.2  and  0.5  ppm. 
on  light  bathing  loads  but  super-chlorination  is  practised  on 
heavy  bathing  loads  when  the  reading  is  up  to  1.00  ppm.  without 
discomfort  to  the  Bathers  either  by  smell  or  water  contact.  The 
Ph.  remains  steady  at  7.00 

Once  a  week  water  samples  are  sent  to  the  Sewage  Department 
for  chemical  analysis,  and  these  too  have  never  given  dissatisfaction 

The  source  of  water  used  in  both  Baths  is  from  the  Town’s 
Mains. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  ANALYST  FOR  1959 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  analyses  made  during 
1959: — 


Food  and  Drug  Samples  . . 

. .  206 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

6 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act 

1 

Atmospheric  Pollution  samples 

32 

Water  Samples 

4 

Water  for  Radioactivity 

1 

Total 

. .  250 

The  table  on  pages  58-59  summarises  the  articles  submitted 
for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  12.6  per  cent, 
compared  with  6.4  per  cent,  in  1958  and  5.6  per  cent,  in  1957. 

This  seemingly  high  adulteration  rate  is  not  of  course  a  true 
indication  of  the  quality  of  food  and  drugs  on  sale  in  Wakefield, 
since  sampling  is  not  carried  out  indiscriminately.  Rather  it  is  an 
indication  of  the  acumen  of  the  sampling  officer  in  selecting  for 
submission  to  the  Public  Analyst  food  and  drugs  whose  composi 
tion  or  label  appears  likely  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  figure  also 
includes  complaint  samples  submitted  by  members  of  the  public; 
generally,  but  not  invariably,  the  complaints  prove  to  be  justified. 

Milk 

The  average  composition  of  the  83  samples  analysed  is 
shown  in  the  table  below,  which  for  comparison  purposes,  also 
shows  the  corresponding  figures  for  1958,  together  with  the  1959 
figures  for  Leeds  and  the  minimum  figures  required  by  the  Sale 
of  Milk  Regulations,  1939. 


Minimum 

Legal 


Wakefield 

Leeds 

Requi  re 

1959 

1958 

1959 

ment 

Number  of  samples 

83 

66 

2510 

— 

Non-fatty  solids 

8.62% 

8.70% 

8.72% 

8.50% 

Fat  . . 

3.65% 

3.82% 

3.70% 

3.00% 

Total  solids 

12.27% 

12.52% 

12.42% 

11.50% 

Four  of  the  83  milk  samples  were  unsatisfactory,  two  con¬ 
taining  added  water  and  two  being  fat  deficient.  The  watered 
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milks  contained  respectively  5.2  per  cent,  and  2.2  per  cent,  of 
added  water  respectively,  this  being  equivalent  to  a  total  of  21 
pints  of  added  water  in  the  74  gallons  of  milk  represented  by  the 
samples. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  farmer  concerned, 
who  was  given  an  Absolute  Discharge  on  payment  of  Costs 
amounting  to  £20  14s.  Od. 

The  two  fat  deficient  milks  (21.7  per  cent,  and  8.3  per  cent, 
deficient)  representing  two  of  seven  churns  sampled  at  the  same 
time  from  the  same  farmer.  The  five  other  milks  were  satisfactory, 
and  the  deficiency  was  almost  certainly  due  to  uneven  hours  of 
milking  and  not  to  any  abstraction  of  cream. 

Twelve  samples  had  non-fatty  solids  below  the  legal  limit  of 
8.5  per  cent.,  but  the  deficiencies  were  shown  by  the  freezing 
point  to  be  due  to  natural  causes  and  not  to  added  water. 

The  two  samples  of  Channel  Island  Milk  (required  to  contain 
at  least  4.0  per  cent,  fat  instead  of  the  usual  3.0  per  cent.)  were 
both  satisfactory. 

Foods  other  than  Milk 

Twenty  of  the  115  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  details  being  as  follows: 

Apples  (560) 

Imported  from  Italy,  showed  visible  evidence  of  spray 
residues.  Analysis  proved  them  to  contain  4.8  parts  per  million  of 
arsenic  (legal  limit  1  part  per  million)  and  14.6  parts  per  million 
of  lead  (accepted  limit  2  parts  per  million).  Their  sale  was 
prohibited. 

Milk  Loaf  (442) 

Was  wrapped  in  paper  bearing  a  picture  of  milk  being  poured 
from  a  jug  into  a  loaf,  suggesting  that  the  loaf  contained  normal  il :  J 
(that  is ,  full-cream)  milk,  whereas  analysis  showed  it  to  contain  6  | 

per  cent,  of  skimmed  milk  powder.  The  use  of  a  label  which  mis¬ 
leads  as  to  the  substance  or  quality  of  food  is  an  offence  under  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  bakers  concerned  (a  National 
organisation)  at  once  agreed  to  withdraw  the  wrapper  and  have 
replaced  it  with  one  free  trom  any  pictorial  representation  and 
bearing  the  words  “contains  non-fatty  milk  solids.” 

Bread  (465)  [ 

Contained  a  flour  moth  which  tests  showed  to  have  been 
baked  in  the  loaf. 
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Pork  Dripping  (447) 

Contained  41  per  cent,  water.  For  the  purpose  of  spreading 
on  bread  there  is  a  demand  for  dripping  containing  meat  jelly,  but 
the  quantity  of  the  latter  should  not  be  excessive.  Three  other 
samples  examined  had  water  contents  of  under  20  per  cent, 
and  in  my  view  a  limit  of  25  per  cent,  is  generous.  On  this  basis 
the  sample  contained  64  per  cent,  excess  water.  It  is  relevant 
to  mention  that  the  legal  limit  for  water  in  butter  and  margarine 
is  16  per  cent. 

Self-Raising  Flour  (489) 

Contained  ten  live  larvae  of  the  flour  moth,  together  with 
much  “webbing”  (excreta).  A  further  sample  obtained  later  from 
the  same  shop  showed  no  evidence  of  infestation. 

Bilberry  Tart  (479  and  533) 

Both  these  tarts  were  filled,  not  with  100  per  cent,  bilberries, 
but  with  a  mixture  of  two  thirds  bilberries  and  one  third  apple, 
and  should  have  been  described  as  “Bilberry  &  Apple  Tart”.  In 
making  enquiries  as  to  normal  trade  practice  in  respect  of  this 
article  it  was  interesting  to  discover  that  bilberries  cost  well  over 
£200  per  ton  compared  with  £16  per  ton  for  apples. 

Golden  Raising  Mixture 

An  informal  sample  (532)  was  found  to  be  23  per  cent, 
deficient  in  Available  Carbon  Dioxide,  and  a  subsequent  formal 
sample  (548),  33  per  cent,  deficient,  compared  with  the  standard 
of  6.0  per  cent.  Available  Carbon  Dioxide  required  by  the  Food 
Standards  (Baking  Powder  and  Golden  Raising  Powder)  Order, 
1944. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  manufacturers  of 
the  article,  but  the  case  was  dismissed,  the  Court  finding  that 
Golden  Raising  Mixture  was  not  the  same  as  Golden  Raising 
Powder.  Both  articles  do  in  fact  consist  of  baking  powder  diluted 
with  flour  and  coloured  yellow. 

Rolled  Oats  (449) 

Submitted  by  a  member  of  the  public,  contained  eight  rodent 
droppings.  It  was  impossible  to  determine  at  what  point  the  con¬ 
tamination  had  occurred,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  after  the  oats 
had  been  processed  and  rolled. 

Mandarin  Oranges  (527) 

Canned  in  China,  formed  another  complaint  sample.  Although 
no  chemical  abnormality  could  be  detected,  the  segments  of  orange 
had  an  unpleasant  texture  and  poor  flavour,  these  being  sufficiently 
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bad  to  classify  the  sample  as  “not  of  the  quality  demanded  by  the 
purchaser”,  and  the  sale  therefore  constituting  an  offence  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Canned  Peas  (452) 

Also  submitted  by  a  member  of  the  public,  contained  a  dead 
bee.  Laboratory  tests  showed  that  the  bee  had  been  heated  ,and 
therefore  that  it  was  present  in  the  can  at  the  time  of  processing 
in  the  factory. 

Yet  another  complaint  sample  was  a  bottle  of  Lemonade  (549) 
alleged  to  have  an  unpleasant  smell.  The  complaint  was  fully  justi¬ 
fied,  the  smell  being  identified  as  that  of  hydrogen  sulphide.  Tests 
showed  that  it  had  originated  from  an  impurity  in  the  composition 
screw  stopper  of  the  lemonade  bottle. 


Strawberry  Jam  (518) 

Was  the  only  one  of  twelve  preserves  analysed  during  the 
year  which  failed  to  reach  the  required  standard.  It  contained  not 
more  than  30  per  cent,  of  strawberries  as  against  the  legal  minimum 
of  38  per  cent. 

Two  samples  of  Rice  were  unsatisfactory.  In  the  1  lb.  com¬ 
prising  sample  419  was  one  mouse  dropping  and  45  millet  seeds; 
No.  501  contained  five  live  larvae  of  the  flour  moth  together  with 
associated  webbing. 

Sausage  Meat  (581) 

Had  a  good  meat  content  (69  per  cent.)  but  contravened  the 
Preservative  Regulations  in  that  it  contained  245  parts  per  million 
of  sulphur  dioxide  preservative,  without  its  presence  being 
declared. 

A  bottle  of  Vinegar  (488)  contained  1 1  small  flies.  They  were 
identified  as  a  species  of  Drosophila,  but  it  was  impossible  to  say 
at  what  point  the  contamination  had  taken  place. 

Two  pre-packed  foods  were  of  satisfactory  composition,  but 
failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order,  Marzipan  Roll  (592)  should  have  borne  the  name  and 
address  of  the  manufacture  and  a  list  of  the  ingredients,  but  failed 
to  do  so,  whilst  a  Canned  Rice  Pudding  (571)  correctly  specified 
the  ingredients,  but  did  not  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the 
manufacturer. 
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Drugs 

Two  of  the  eight  samples  received  were  unsatisfactory. 
Children's  Aspirin  (453) 

Was  10  per  cent,  deficient  in  aspirin,  the  deficiency  being  due 
to  the  decomposition  of  the  original  aspirin  and  the  consequent 
formation  of  free  salicylic  acid.  No  decomposition  occurs  under 
normal  conditions  of  storage,  but  it  subsequently  transpired  that 
this  bottle  had  been  kept  in  a  shop  window  for  many  months. 

Cough  Elixir  (457) 

Was  26  per  cent,  deficient  in  morphine  and  38  per  cent, 
deficient  in  chloroform  compared  with  the  quantities  stated  on 
the  label. 

The  remaining  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  satisfactory 
and  complied  with  the  appropriate  Food  Standards  and  other 
legislation. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

Six  samples  of  fertilisers  were  received  for  analysis  under  the 
above  Act,  namely:  Rose  Manure,  Chrysanthemum  Feed,  Liquid 
Fertiliser,  Liquinure,  Bio  Fluid,  and  All-Round  Fertiliser.  The 
first  five  complied  with  the  warranties  given,  but  the  All-Round 
Fertiliser  showed  a  deficiency  of  potash  (5.0  per  cent,  instead  of 
7.0  per  cent.)  and  an  excess  of  nitrogen  (7.1  per  cent,  instead  of 
of  5.0  per  cent.). 

Pharmacy  &  Poisons  Act,  1933 

One  sample  of  disinfectant  was  received  from  the  Shops  Act 
Inspector.  Analysis  proved  the  phenol  content  to  be  within  the 
range  stated  on  the  label. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Sixteen  Deposit  Gauges  and  the  same  number  of  Lead 
Peroxide  Cylinders  were  analysed.  The  results  of  the  analyses 
appear  in  the  tables  on  page  91. 

Water  Analysis 

Two  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  are  analysed 
and  proved  to  be  of  high  organic  purity  and  free  from  any 
harmful  metallic  contamination. 

Two  samples  of  water  taken  from  a  flooded  cellar  were 
analysed  in  order  to  ascertain  their  origin.  The  analytical  figures 
were  those  of  a  weak  domestic  sewage. 
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Radioactivity 

A  sample  of  the  City  Water  was  taken  each  week  throughout 
December,  and  the  radioactivity  of  the  bulked  sample  was  deter¬ 
mined  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The  activity  was  found  to  be  4.8 
micromicrocuries  per  litre,  which  is  well  below  the  limit  of  80 
micromicrocuries  per  litre  recommended  by  the  International 
Commission  of  Radiological  protection. 

This  was  the  first  of  what  is  intended  to  be  a  regular  monthly 
examination  of  the  City  Water  for  radioactivity. 

Conclusion 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  express  my  gratitude  to  my  Deputy,  Mr. 
L.  A.  Perkin,  for  his  assistance  in  the  various  problems  involved 
in  the  above  work,  and  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr. 
W.  B.  Twyford  and  his  Deputy,  Mr.  R.  Sharp  for  their  most 
helpful  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Samples  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  during  1959 


A  rticle 


foods  (198) 

Almonds,  ground 
Apples 

Apricots,  dried 
Beef  extract 
Bread 
Butter 
Cakes 

Cheese  and  Onion  pie 
Cheese  savouries  . . 

Chicken  Fillets  in  Jelly  (canned) 

Coffee  and  chicory  essence 
Crab,  dressed 
Cream,  synthetic  and  sterilised  (canned) 
Dextrose 
Dripping,  pork 
Egg,  dried 
Fish  cakes 
Flavouring 

Flour  (plain  and  self-raising) 

Fruit  pies 
Gelatine 

Ginger  wine  essence 
Golden  Raising  Mixture  . . 


Number  Number 
examined  unsatisfactory 


1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 
1 

4 
1 
1 
3 

10 

2 

1 

1 

2 


1 

2 


1 


1 

2 

2 
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Article 


Gravy  salt 
Margarine 
Marzipan  Roll 
Meat,  potted 
Meat,  savouries 
Milk  (condenced)  . . 
Milk  powder,  skimmed 
Milk  pudding  (canned) 
Milk 

Milk,  Channel  Island 
Mint  in  vinegar 
Mussels  (bottled) 

Nuts  (shelled  walnuts) 
Oatmeal  and  rolled  oats 
Oranges  (canned)  . . 
Pancake  Mixture  . . 
Peas  (canned) 

Pickles  and  sauces 
Pickling  spice 
Preserves 

Pudding,  Christmas 
Rasberry  Vinegar  . . 
Rice 

Salmon,  potted 
Sage 

Sausage  meat 
Soft  drinks 
Soup  (canned) 

Steaklets 

Steak  and  kidney  pie 

Suet,  beef 

Sugar 

Sweets 

Tea 

Vinegar 

drugs  (8) 

Aspirin 

Cough  mixtures 
Embrocation 
Olive  Oil 


Number  Number 
exam  ined  unsatisfactory 


1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

81 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

12 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
2 
1 


1 


1 

4 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


1 


3  1 

2  1 

1  — 

2 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Infectious  diseases  notified  during  1959  are  shown  on  Table 
III,  together  with  the  numbers  for  the  preceding  two  years. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  notifica¬ 
tions  during  1959,  and  this  was  mainly  due  to  notifications  from 
measles. 


Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

The  average  notifications  of  Poliomyelitis  over  the  nine 
year  period  1950-1958  is  4.3.  Thirteen  cases  were  notified  in  1958, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  only  one  case  was  notified  in  1959. 


Poliomyelitis 

—  Notifications  and  Deaths 

Age  Group 

Total 

Deaths 

Non-residents 

1-14 

15-35 

35-60 

1950 

2 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1951 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1952 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1953 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

1954 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1955 

5 

4 

— 

9 

— 

— 

1956 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1957 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1958 

11 

2 

— 

13 

2 

1 

1959 

1 

— 

— . — 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

The  number  of  notifications  from  dysentry  was  110  in  1959, 
which  was  5  less  than  during  the  previous  year. 


Measles 

The  incidence  of  measles  was  rather  high  —  731  cases  were 
notified.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  incidence  during  the  next  two 
years  will  be  rather  lower  than  usual  as  this  disease  usually  shows 
epidemic  proportions  in  cycles  of  two  years. 

Whooping  Cough 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  for  the  third  year  in  succession  the 
number  of  notifications  was  very  low,  and  one  hopes  that  the 
cause  is  whooping  cough  immunisation  which  is  carried  out  in  all 
the  Local  Authorities’  Clinics  and  by  the  General  Practitioners. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  primary  notifications  of 
confirmed  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the  numbers  of  deaths 
attributed  to  this  disease  during  1959: — 


AGE  PERIOD 

NEW  < 

2ASES 

DEA 

THS 

Pulm 

onary 

Nc 

pulm 

>n- 

onary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 1  year 

— - 

- * 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— . 

- . 

— . 

1 — 5  vears 

_ 

— 

— 

• — 

— • 

— . 

— r- 

— - 

5-15  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

- ■ 

— • 

15—25  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— • 

- - 

— - 

25—45  „ 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

45—65  „ 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

3 

- - 

- — 

Totals  1959 

7 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

- — . 

_ 

1958 

14 

9 

— 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1957 

13 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Miss  H.  Walker, 
s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.,  V.D.  Social  Worker,  who  is  employed 
jointly  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  and  the  City  of  Wakefield. 

Eight  sessions  per  week  are  held  at  Clayton  Hospital,  Depart¬ 
ment  15,  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases.  The 
Social  Worker  is  present  at  four  female  sessions. 

Patients  are  interviewed  before  seeing  the  Medical  Officer, 
and  any  difficulties  from  home  or  working  conditions  which  may 
affect  future  attendances  is  discussed,  while  some  assurance  can 
be  given  to  the  patient  who  is  often  in  a  state  of  great  anxiety. 


Contacts 

All  infected  patients  are  urged  by  the  Medical  Officer  to 
arrange  for  their  own  contacts  to  attend  for  investigation,  and  in 
most  cases  this  method  is  successful.  If  there  is  doubt  about  the 
identity  or  address,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Social  Worker 
to  search  for  and  visit  the  contact,  and  make  an  early  appointment 
for  attendance  at  the  Hospital. 


Defaulters 

A  patient  who  ceases  to  attend  before  treatment  is  completed 
or  tests  of  cure  are  carried  out,  is  known  as  a  defaulter.  Illness, 
change  of  working  hours,  or  heavy  home  responsibilities  are  some 
of  the  many  reasons  given  for  default.  But  no  matter  what  the 
reason,  practical  help  can  be  given  in  nearly  every  case.  A  small 
number  of  patients  default  frequently,  and  need  constant  visiting 
and  encouragement  in  order  to  maintain  continuity  of  treatment. 

The  following  is  a  statement  relating  to  contact  tracing  and 
home  visiting: 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-gonococcal  urethritis 
Other  conditions 


Contacts 
referred  by 
patient 

6 

11 

8 

4 


Contacts 
referred  by 
Social  Worker 

3 

2 

8 


29 


13 


Contacts  interviewed,  whether  at  home  or  in  the  clinic,  are 
given  a  copy  of  the  leaflet  “You  should  know  the  facts  about 
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Venereal  Diseases”,  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education.  The  information  is  given  in  a  clear  and  simple  manner, 
and  as  the  interview  is  always  private,  it  can  be  discussed  freely 
with  the  patient.  Young  people  usually  take  two  or  three  copies 
to  give  to  friends. 

Home  Visits  during  1959 

No.  of  visits  and  re-visits  to  contacts 
No.  of  visits  and  re-visits  to  defaulters 
No.  of  miscellaneous  visits  to  Hospitals,  Doctors 
others 

Early  Syphilis 

There  was  no  case  reported  in  Wakefield. 

Congenital  Syphilis 

There  was  no  case  reported  of  a  child  under  the  age  of  one 
year.  Routine  blood  tests  are  taken  at  ante-natal  clinics  and  by 
General  Practitioners,  and  cases  with  positive  results  are  referred 
to  Dr.  John  Burgess,  Consultant  Venereologist,  as  early  as  possible, 
for  further  investigation  and  treatment  if  necessary. 

Gonorrhoea 

19  males  and  14  females  were  found  to  have  gonorrhoea.  This 
is  an  increase  of  10  on  1958,  and  would  appear  to  be  the  result  of 
of  the  general  increase  in  promiscuity. 

Publicity 

Following  the  report  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  in¬ 
creasing  incidence  of  Gonorrhoea,  Local  Health  Authorities  were 
asked  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  public  the  danger  of  incurring 
risks  at  this  time.  As  a  result  warning  posters  were  displayed  in 
many  prominent  positions  in  Wakefield,  giving  the  place  and  times 
of  sessions  where  advice  and  treatment  could  be  obtained.  General 
Practitioners  were  asked  to  help  by  sending  their  cases  to  Clayton 
Hospital,  so  that  contacts  could  be  followed  up.  If  these  measures 
were  at  all  successful  it  could  be  assumed  that  more  people  would 
have  sought  advice,  with  a  consequent  rise  in  the  number  of 
patients  attending  hospital. 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Burgess,  Sister  Nicholson  and  the  Clinic 
staff  for  their  unstinting  support  for  this  work  and  to  many  others 
at  Clayton  Hospital  for  friendly  help. 

To  Dr.  Thompson  and  the  staff  at  the  City  Health  Department 
I  must  express  my  thanks  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  help  at 
all  times. 


and 


28 

87 

43 


TABLE  I. 
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All  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates  shown  in  this  table  are  “crude”  rates. 

The  comparable  death-rate  for  the  year  1959  is  12.5  and  the  “comparable”  birth-rate  15.5. 
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TABLE  II 

CAU8ES  OF  DEATH,  1959. 


Causes  of  Death 


Age  Distribution. 


45—64 


1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  Other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease.... 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  .... 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

14.  Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasm 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  .... 

16.  Diabetes  ....  ..... 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .... 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22.  Influenza  .... 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis  .... 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasis  of  Prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

34.  All  Other  Accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Totals  .... 
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TABLE  TIL 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1959. 

(Corresponding  figures  for  previous  2  years  appear  in  columns  1  &  2) 
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Disease. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Diphtheria 

Dysentery  ....  ....] 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning  ....  ....] 

Malaria 

Measles  .... 

Meningococcal  Infections 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pemphigus  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia  ....  .... 

Polio-Encephiditis  .... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  .... 

Smallpox 

Whooping  Cough 

- . - 1 

Totals  ....  .... 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

(By  W.  B.  Twyford,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector) 

General  Remarks 

Once  again  the  working  of  the  Sanitary  Section  has  been 
controlled  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  inspectorial  staff  as  during  the 
whole  of  1959  we  were  two  inspectors  below  establishment.  This 
has  meant  that  with  the  exception  of  meat  inspection  and  com¬ 
plaints,  no  routine  work  has  been  undertaken,  but  additional  work 
has  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  slum  clearance  and  clean 
air. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  within  the  City  again 
shows  an  increase,  but  a  change  is  evident  this  time  in  the  make  up 
of  the  total.  The  number  of  cattle  and  pigs  has  decreased  whilst 
the  number  of  sheep  has  shown  a  marked  increase  over  previous 
years.  A  one  hundred  per  cent,  meat  inspection  service  has  been 
attained,  although  the  distribution  of  the  kill  lying  mainly  between 
the  public  abattoir  and  one  private  slaughterhouse  has  made  such 
a  service  uneconomical  so  far  as  man  power  is  concerned. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year 
in  dealing  with  movable  dwellings  occupied  by  itinerant  traders 
moving  on  to  vacant  sites  situated  within  the  City,  and  the  powers 
contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  have  been  completely 
inadequate  in  ensuring  satisfactory  control.  The  Health  Committee 
have  considered  a  report  dealing  with  the  establishment  of  a  muni¬ 
cipal  caravan  site,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  specific 
authority  for  the  establishment  of  such  sites  is  contained  in  the 
Caravan  Bill  at  present  before  Parliament. 

Another  reflection  of  the  times  is  witnessed  in  the  fact  that  the 
last  common  lodging  house  in  the  City  has  closed  down.  None  of 
the  residents  appeared  to  have  had  any  difficulty  in  finding  suitable 
accommodation,  and  the  need  for  common  lodging  houses  would 
appear  to  have  diminished  considerably.  It  is  possible  that  a  new 
problem  has  taken  its  place  in  the  numerous  premises  within  the 
City  which  offer  bed  and  breakfast  accommodation  for  transport 
people,  but  these  cannot  be  regarded  as  common  lodging  houses 
since  the  occupants  do  not  come  within  the  definition  of  the 
poorer  classes. 

The  first  definite  action  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  taken 
during  1959  with  the  making  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Wakefield  Smoke  Control  Order,  1959,  which  affected  an  area  of 
some  23  acres  in  the  centre  of  the  City.  Although  the  mention 
of  clean  air  by  local  press  brings  forth  angry  protests  in  the  corres¬ 
pondence  columns  of  the  subsequent  edition,  it  is  significant  that 
no  strong  objections  were  voiced  by  the  persons  occupying  the 
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houses  which  were  included  in  the  first  Order,  and  in  the  main 
they  seem  to  welcome  the  action  which  will  eventually  do  much 
to  remove  one  of  the  major  curses  of  living  close  to  a  City  centre, 
i.e.,  the  need  for  continual  cleansing,  washing  of  curtains,  etc. 

In  spite  of  all  the  publicity  which  has  been  undertaken  by  the 
Health  Department  in  connection  with  clean  air,  various  organised 
campaigns,  and  the  very  close  impact  which  action  such  as  slum 
clearance  has  upon  the  general  public,  there  seems  very  little 
request  from  the  public  to  know  of  the  working  of  the  Health 
Department  and  it  is  somewhat  disappointing  to  find  that  there  is 
no  apparent  demand  for  talks  to  be  given  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  to  various  organisations  within  the  City. 


COMPLAINTS 


Number  of  complaints  received  ..  ..  ..  ..  1063 

This  figure  is  comprised  of : — 

Ashbins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  303 

Rodents  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  204 

Drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  189 

Nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  88 

Housing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  186 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  93 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Total  number  of  inspections  made. .  . .  . .  . .  7549 

Inspection  re  complaints  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 084 

Reinspections  of  houses  under  notice  . .  . .  . .  487 

Housing  Inspections  for  Slum  Clearance  . .  . .  . .  219 

Housing  Inspections  prior  to  rehousing  (relets  and  muni¬ 
cipal  applications)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  619 

Housing  Inspections  re  certificates  of  disrepair  . .  . .  46 

Housing  Inspections  re  overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  11 

Inspections  re  tents,  vans  and  sheds  . .  . .  . .  83 

Inspections  of  food  shops  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1955  .  77 

Inspections  of  food  preparing  premises  . .  . .  . .  73 

Inspections  of  fish  fryers  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  26 

Inspections  of  ice  cream  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Inspections  of  dairies  and  milk  shops  . .  . .  . .  22 

Inspections  of  bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Inspections  of  hotel  and  restaurant  kitchens  . .  . .  35 

Inspections  of  public  houses  and  licensed  premises  . .  7 
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Reinspections  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  . .  . .  71 

Inspections  of  market  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Inspections  of  hawkers  and  open  air  caterers  . .  . .  3 

Visits  to  abattoir  and  slaughterhouses  for  inspection  . .  1408 

Visits  to  shops  for  food  inspection. .  ..  ..  ..  156 

Inspections  of  factories  with  mechanical  power  . .  . .  30 

Inspections  of  factories  without  mechanical  power  . .  4 

Inspections  of  outworkers  premises  . .  . .  . .  3 

Inspections  under  Shops  Act,  1950  . .  . .  . .  82 

Visits  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  ..  ..  181 

Visits  re  disinfection  of  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Visits  re  rodent  infestation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 

Visits  re  vermin  infestation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Visits  to  test  drains  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  81 

Smoke  observations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Other  visits  re  atmospheric  pollution  . .  . .  . .  46 

Visits  to  atmospheric  deposit  stations  . .  . .  . .  354 

Inspections  of  cinemas  and  places  of  entertainment  . .  14 

Inspections  of  offensive  trades  premises  . .  . .  . .  1 

Inspections  of  domestic  sanitary  accommodation  . .  105 

Inspections  of  public  sanitary  accommodation  . .  . .  22 

Inspections  of  canal  boats  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Inspections  of  hairdressers’  premises  .  .  . .  . .  13 

Inspections  of  refuse  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  422 

Inspections  re  keeping  of  animals  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Interviews  with  tradesmen  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  247 

Miscellaneous  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1002 

Visits  to  smoke  control  areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  253 

Visits  to  clearance  areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  90 

Beddings  listed  prior  to  rehousing  . .  . .  . .  86 

Notices  served. 

Informal  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  140 

Informal  notices  complied  with  (including  notices 
carried  forward  from  1958)  . .  . .  . .  . .  107 

Statutory  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  (including  notices 
carried  forward  from  1958)  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1959  . .  . .  . .  42 

Notices  served  under  the  Wakefield  Corporation  Act, 

1924,  regarding  ashbins  . .  . .  . .  . .  160 

ACTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

No  proceedings  were  taken  on  default  of  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the  year. 
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NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  SANITARY  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED. 


Ashplaces  converted  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Ashbins  provided  by  owners  or  occupiers  . .  . .  584 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . .  3 

Drains 

Cleaned  out,  re-laid  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  80 

New  inspection  chambers  provided  . .  . .  . .  4 

Ventilating  and  soil  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  . .  4 

Gullies  cleaned  out  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Gullies  provided  with  new  metal  grids  . .  . .  1 

Dwellinghouses 

Roof  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

External  walls  rebuilt,  cement  rendered  or  repointed  7 
Internal  walls  replastered  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Ceilings  replastered  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges  renewed  or  repaired  14 

Windows  repaired  or  sashes  re-corded  . .  . .  17 

New  windows  fixed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

New  eavesgutters  or  rain  water  fall  pipes  provided. .  14 

Eavesgutters  or  rain  water  fall  pipes  cleaned  out  or 

repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Chimney  stacks  or  pots  renewed  or  repaired  . .  3 

Smoky  condition  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Water  Closets 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  9 

New  pedestal  washdown  pans  provided  . .  . .  9 

Repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

New  seats  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Service  pipes  to  flushing  cisterns  repaired  . .  . .  23 

Water  Supply 

Service  pipes  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Sinks  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  renewed,  repaired  or  cleaned 

out  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Lavatory  basins  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Yards  and  passages  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Y ards  and  passages  paving  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  3 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  abated  . .  . .  2 

Nuisances  caused  by  burning  of  refuse  abated  . .  . .  1 

Caravans  removed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 
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HOUSING 


New  Houses  erected  during  1959 


Built  by 

Built  by 

Size  of  house ,  i.e.  number  Total 

Corpora- 

private 

of  habitable  rooms 

tion 

enterprise 

2  rooms  . .  . .  65 

64 

1 

3  rooms  . .  . .  57 

24 

33 

4  rooms  . .  . .  82 

14 

68 

5  rooms  . .  . .  61 

— 

61 

6  rooms  . .  . .  6 

— — 

6 

7  rooms  . .  . .  — 

— 

— 

Totals  . .  . .  271 

102 

169 

Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  confirmation  of  the  following  Orders,  with 

modifications  in  the  case  of  Twins  Place  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  and  Flanshaw  Lane  Nos.  6  and  7  Clearance  Orders,  1958, 
was  received  from  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
The  Orders  were  made  by  the  City  Council  on  the  7th  October, 

1958,  and  a  Public  Local  Inquiry  was 

1959. 

held  on  the 

10th  March, 

The  areas  were  as  follows: 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

Houses  Population 

Twins  Place 

27 

82 

Clearance  Orders 

Flanshaw  Lane  No.  6 

8 

22 

Flanshaw  Lane  No.  7 

3 

5 

Barnsley  Road  No.  2  . . 

3 

10 

Virginia  Place  . . 

4 

11 

Thornes  Lane  No.  16  . . 

5 

4 

Oak  Street 

12 

29 

Manygates  Lane  No.  1 

2 

4 

Low  Mills  Cottages 

5 

9 

42 

94 

In  addition  certificates  of  unfitness 

were  given 

in  respect  of 

7  local  authority  owned  properties. 
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The  following  representations  concerning  unfit  houses  were 
made  to  the  Council  during  the  year. 


Name  of  Order  No.  of 

Popu¬ 

Date  of 

Date  of 

houses 

lation 

represent¬ 

ation 

Order 

Monk  Street  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 

15th  June, 

7th  July 

Compulsory  Purchase 

Order  . .  . .  . .  37 

86 

1959 

1959 

Thornhill  Street  No  .1 

13th  July 

28th  July 

Clearance  Order  . .  10 

19 

1959 

1959 

Tadmans  Buildings 

13th  July 

28th  July 

Clearance  Order  . .  40 

99 

1959 

1959 

Batley  Road  No.  2 

13th  July 

28th  July 

Clearance  Order  . .  9 

16 

1959 

1959 

Confirmation  of  the  Thornhill  Street  No.  1  Clearance  Older 
has  already  been  received  from  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 


Houses  Demolished 

During  the  year  202  houses  were  demolished,  185  being  in 
Clearance  Areas  and  17  individual  unfit  houses. 

All  removals  from  clearance  properties  were  carried  out  by 
the  Corporation  and  furniture  and  effects  were  disinfested  by 
hydrogen  cyanide  in  transit.  Bedding,  soft  furnishings,  etc.,  which 
were  not  suitable  for  gassing,  were  subjected  to  steam  disinfes¬ 
tation. 


The  district  inspectors  carried  out  619  inspections  of  dwelling 
houses  in  connection  with  the  re-housing  of  tenants. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 


The  number  of  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  during 
1959  has  again  shown  a  very  marked  decrease,  and  an  even  more 
significant  point  is  that  the  number  of  applications  by  landlords 
for  cancellation  of  certificates  has  also  diminished. 


This  would  appear  to  confirm  the  remarks  which  I  made  in 
last  year’s  annual  report  that  in  this  district  the  Rent  Act  does  not 
appear  to  be  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . .  . .  . .  19 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  .  .  . .  2 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  . .  . .  . .  19 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . .  . .  14 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph 

5  of  the  First  Schedule  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 
proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule 
Number  of  certificates  issued  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for  cancellation 

of  certificates  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates . .  . .  — 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objection  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

^Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority  . .  . .  . .  12 

*  Applications  in  respect  of  three  of  these  certificates  were  made 
in  1958. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

During  the  year  15  licences  were  in  operation,  6  of  which 
were  new  licences.  Four  of  these  applications  were  in  respect  of  the 
change  of  occupiers  at  a  site  already  licensed,  and  the  remaining 
two  were  temporary  licences,  in  one  instance,  whilst  the  occupants 
of  the  caravan  were  constructing  their  own  house  on  the  same  site. 
The  dwellings  are  stationed  on  8  different  sites. 

All  the  sites  are  subjected  to  regular  inspections,  and  no 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  maintaining  the  hygienic  requirements 
forming  the  conditions  of  each  licence. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with 
the  movement  and  control  of  caravans  particularly  in  relation  to 
two  unlicensed  sites,  and  in  one  of  these  it  proved  extremely  difficult 
to  ascertain  the  ownership  of  the  land  and  necessitated  action 
being  taken  against  the  individual  occupiers  of  the  caravans.  The 
result  of  this  was  that  this  site  was  occupied  by  a  series  of  caravans 
over  a  continuous  period  of  several  months. 

As  a  result  of  this  a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Health 
Committee  in  October  of  the  possibility  and  desirability  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  municipal  caravan  site  in  Wakefield.  This  report  was 
received  by  the  Health  Committee  and  considered,  and  was 
referred  to  other  Committees  concerned  for  consideration,  but  so 
far  no  action  has  been  taken  to  implement  any  of  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  contained  therein. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

The  last  common  lodging  house  in  the  City  closed  with  effect 
from  29th  January,  1959.  Details  are  not  available  as  to  the  new 
addresses  to  which  the  inmates,  many  of  whom  were  permanent, 
have  moved,  but  it  is  apparent  that  they  had  no  great  difficulty  in 
finding  alternative  accommodation. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Milk  and  Dairies 

On  the  23rd  March,  1959,  the  new  dairy  belonging  to  the 
Express  Dairy  (Northern)  Ltd.,  in  Back  Lane,  Wakefield,  was 
opened  by  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor  of  Wakefield,  and  at 
that  time  it  was  stated  to  be  the  most  modern  processing  dairy 
then  in  use  in  the  world.  Since  that  time  certain  modifications  have 
been  carried  out  at  the  dairy  premises  to  meet  the  latest  advances 
in  mechanical  handling  and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  claim  still 
holds  good. 


Registrations  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1959 

Distributors  with  premises  within  the  City  . .  . .  . .  21 

Distributors  with  premises  outside  the  City  . .  . .  . .  16 

Distributors  with  shop  premises  at  which  milk  is  supplied 
only  in  the  properly  closed  and  unopened  vessels  in  which 
it  is  delivered  to  the  shop  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  162 

A  total  of  9  new  registrations  was  effected  during  the  year, 
1  being  a  distributor  with  premises  inside  the  City,  and  8  of  the 
additional  were  in  connection  with  distributors  who  supply  milk 
in  sealed  bottles  from  shops. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  to  1954 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Milk 
Regulations,  1949  to  1953. 

A  total  of  268  licences  issued  under  these  Regulations  was 
in  operation  during  1959  and  comprised  the  following: — 

45  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  Tuberculin  Tested,  12  of  which  were  supplementary 
licences. 
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41  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  Pasteurised,  1 1  of  which  were  supplementary 
licences. 

1 80  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  Sterilised,  8  of  which  were  supplementary  licences. 

2  Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation  Pasteurised. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

During  the  year  a  total  of  53  samples  of  milk  was  submtited 
to  the  Director  of  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  All 
the  samples  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  detailed  analysis  of  the  type  of  milks  sampled  is  shown 
in  the  Table  on  page  75. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  sub¬ 
mitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  has 
decreased  considerably  from  previous  years,  and  this  was  done 
principally  because  of  the  fact  that  as  the  sale  of  undesignated 
milk  has  ceased  and  the  majority  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  City  is 
now  Pasteurised  milk  from  bulk  supplies  the  need  for  frequent 
sampling  appears  to  have  diminished,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
all  the  samples  submitted  during  1959  were  reported  as  satis¬ 
factory. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 

During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  from  the  mains  supply 
were  submitted  to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination.  All  the  samples  have  been  proved  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  submitted  by  this  Department, 
routine  sampling  is  also  carried  out  by  the  Waterworks  Engineer. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  other  Foods 

During  the  year  nine  eggs  and  one  sample  of  cream  were 
submitted  to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Heatlh  Laboratory,  and  all 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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The  eggs  were  submitted  in  connection  with  a  notification  of 
food  poisoning,  and  it  was  thought  that  since  the  eggs  were  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  small  poultry  keeper  and  no  eggs  from  any  other  source 
had  been  eaten,  they  might  prove  a  useful  lead  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
food  poisoning,  but  these  hopes  were  not  materialised. 


Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  under  review  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
were  reported. 


Biological  Tests  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

A  total  of  two  samples  was  submitted  for  biological  examina¬ 
tion  and  when  the  guinea  pigs  inoculated  were  killed  at  the  end  of 
six  weeks  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  was  found. 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 

During  the  year  two  samples  of  water  from  the  mains  supply 
were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  were  both  satisfactory. 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk 

Details  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  milk  are  shown  later  in  the 
report  under  the  heading  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Four 
of  the  83  samples  submitted  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

A  total  of  206  samples  (65  formal  and  141  informal)  of  foods 
and  drugs  was  submitted  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  during  the  year.  This  number  is  equal  to  3.4  samples  per  thou¬ 
sand  of  the  population  of  the  City  and  is  in  excess  of  the  standard 
of  3  samples  per  thousand  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Details  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows: 


Nature  of  Commodity 
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moth.  Informal  correspondence  with 
packers  and  retailers. 


Number  Number  Percentage 

examined  adulterated  adulterated  Action  taken  on  unsatisfactory  samples 
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The  sample  of  apples  which  the  Public  Analyst  reported  as 
being  unsatisfactory  is  of  interest  in  that  it  indicates  the  care  which 
is  taken  to  ensure  that  foodstuffs  imported  into  this  country  meet 
the  public  health  requirements.  In  this  case  the  information  that 
these  apples  were  suspect  was  obtained  from  the  Port  Health 
Authority  at  the  point  of  import,  and  the  sample  submitted  by  this 
Authority  was  one  of  several  which  were  examined  and  were 
found  to  be  contaminated  with  insecticidal  sprays  and  as  a  result 
the  stock  was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

Several  of  the  samples  which  are  the  subject  of  adverse  reports 
were  classified  as  unsatisfactory  due  to  incorrect  labelling,  and  it 
would  seem  that  in  many  instances  packers  are  becoming  rather 
careless  in  the  manner  in  which  they  describe  their  commodities 
and  in  the  use  of  symbols  to  suggest  a  superior  product. 

The  samples  of  Golden  Raising  Mixture  which  were  the 
subject  of  legal  proceedings  were  both  deficient  in  Available 
Carbon  Dioxide  and  an  interesting  legal  point  arose  as  to  whether 
the  sample  was,  in  fact,  Golden  Raising  Powder  or  Golden  Raising 
Mixture.  It  would  appear  that  this  is  one  particular  example  of  a 
loophole  in  the  legislation  aimed  at  safeguarding  members  of  the 
public  to  ensure  that  they  actually  purchase  what  they  ask  for. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


Number  of  Food  Shops  in  Wakefield 


Grocer  and  Provision  Dealer 

168 

Fishmonger  and  Greengrocer 

43 

Butcher 

68 

Baker  and  Confectioner 

34 

Fishfryer 

47 

Sweets  and  Confectionery 

72 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

12 

Bakehouses 

38 

Licensed  Houses 

..  113 

There  are  still  too  many  complaints  received  from  members  of 
the  public  about  foreign  bodies  of  various  types  being  found  in 
foods.  I  think  this  fact  is  directly  attributable  to  the  lowering  of 
standards  of  food  hygiene  which  has  taken  place  in  the  past  three 
or  four  years  whilst  the  shortage  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  has 
been  acute,  and  it  would  appear  reasonable  to  believe  that  as  the 
staffing  position  improves,  complaints  of  this  nature  will  decrease. 
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One  aspect  of  food  hygiene  which  has,  in  my  opinion,  im¬ 
proved  during  the  year  under  review  concerns  the  market  traders. 
It  has  now  become  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  to  find  the 
food  handlers  on  the  market  with  a  cigarette  between  their  lips, 
and  this,  together  with  the  fact  that  food  is  generally  being  stored 
further  away  from  the  ground,  has  been  a  material  improvement. 


WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1938. 

The  Wakefield  Corporation  Act,  1938,  requires  certain 
businesses  to  be  registered,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of 
same. 

Section  109. 

(a)  Any  person,  other  than  a  person  keeping  open  shop, 
who  sells,  offers  or  exposes  for  sale  meat,  fish,  fruit  or  vegetables 
from  a  cart,  etc.,  and 

(b)  Any  premises  used  or  proposed  to  be  used  as  storage 
for  such  food. 

The  number  of  businesses  (hawkers)  Registered  at  the  end 
of  1959,  was  60. 


ICE  CREAM. 

During  1959,  the  number  of  premises  registered  as  required 
by  Section  110  of  the  Wakefield  Corporation  Act,  1938,  for  the 
sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  in  the  City  was  15.  Of  the  216 
registered  premises  1  is  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of 
ice  cream,  and  the  others  are  used  for  storage  and  sale  only. 

• 

A  total  of  22  samples  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination  during  the  year.  All  the  samples 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  were  provisionally  graded  as  follows: — 


Total  Number 
of  samples 

Provisional  Grades 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

22 

17 

(77.3%) 

4 

(18.2%) 

i 

(4.5%) 

— 

85 


The  standard  of  ice  cream  sold  within  the  City  has  once  again 
remained  very  high,  and  I  think  it  is  now  generally  accepted  that 
the  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  ice  cream  industry  is  probably 
higher  than  in  any  other  branch  of  the  food  trade. 


WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1938 

Section  110. 

Registration  of  Ice  Cream  Premises 

Premises  used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  (a)  the  sale,  manu¬ 
facture  or  storage  of  ice  cream;  (b)  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  meat,  fish 
or  other  food  for  sale. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1959  is  as  follows: 

(a)  Ice  cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  216 

(b)  Preserved  Meat,  etc. . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

(an  increase  of  14  in  the  case  of  Ice  Cream  Registrations). 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Licences  were  renewed  in  respect  of  2  private  slaughterhouses 
for  the  period  of  1959. 

Ten  special  notices  of  slaughter  were  received  in  respect  of 
animals  killed  at  private  slaughterhouses  and  intended  for  sale 
for  human  consumption. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  following  changes  in 
the  establishment  of  the  slaughterhouse  staff,  a  very  considerable 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  existing 
at  the  public  abattoir  was  apparent,  and  throughout  the  year  the 
conditions  at  both  the  private  slaughterhouses  have  been  satis¬ 
factory  having  regard  to  the  uncertainty  which  has  existed  in 
connection  with  the  new  Slaughterhouses  Act  and  Regulations 
made  thereunder. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  to  1954. 

A  total  of  26  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  was  issued 
during  1959.  Twenty  of  the  licences  were  renewals  and  6  were  new 
licences. 
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Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  in  the  City  during  1959. 


Animals 

Borough 

Slaughterhouse 

Private 

Slaughterhouse \ 

Cows  . . 

905 

62 

Heifers 

212 

13 

Bulls  . . 

6 

4 

Bullocks 

1829 

442 

Calves  . . 

107 

2 

Pigs  . . 

8148 

6649 

Sheep  . . 

16828 

4884 

28035 

12056 

Total 

..  40091 

A  total  of  40,091  animals  was  slaughtered  in  1959,  compared 
with  38,496  in  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  1,595.  Over  the 
past  four  years  the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  City  has 
remained  constant  at  somewhere  just  below  4,000,  but  the  number 
of  sheep  and  pigs  killed  has  steadily  increased. 

It  has  been  possible  to  maintain  the  one  hundred  per  cent, 
meat  inspection  service  in  respect  of  animals  slaughtered  both  in 
the  public  abattoir  and  the  private  slaughterhouses,  and  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  keep  a  check  on  the  meat  imported  into 
the  City  from  outside  slaughterhouses. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


i _ _ _ _ i 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  . . 

2506 

967 

109 

21712 

14797 

— 

Number  inspected 

2506 

967 

109 

21712 

. 

14797 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

2 

2 

_ 

7 

26 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . 

143 

131 

2 

186 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  Tuberculo¬ 
sis  and  Cysticerci  . . 

5.78 

13.75 

0.04 

1.43 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

3 

3 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

96 

42 

75 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

3.95 

4.65 

— 

— 

0.52 

— 

Cysticerci. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

1 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  number  of  carcases  found  to  be  affected  by  Tuberculosis 
grows  less  each  year,  and  it  has  now  become  difficult  to  find  car- 
;  cases  which  illustrate  an  advanced  stage  of  Tuberculosis  for  the 
benefit  of  students.  When  the  figures  of  the  immediate  pre-war 
years  are  considered,  it  is  apparent  just  how  effective  the  drive 
against  Tuberculosis  in  cattle  has  been,  and  it  would  now 
appear  quite  safe  to  say  that  within  a  matter  of  the  next  few  years 
Tuberculosis  in  cattle  will  become  an  extremely  rare  disease. 


88 


The  comparative  figures  for  the  year  1939  are  given  below,  and 
I  would  particularly  draw  attention  to  the  figure  for  cows. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  cows 

Cows 

■ 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2082 

3531 

357 

16989 

6272 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

10 

3 

21 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

42 

318 

13 

28 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

2.06 

9.29 

0.84 

0.20 

0.55 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

15 

83 

1 

— 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

104 

570 

197 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

5.71 

18.89 

0.28 

— 

3.25 

Inspection  of  other  Food 


Food 

tons 

cwt. 

qtr. 

St. 

lb. 

Bacon 

— 

10 

1 

— 

10 

Butter  . 

•  • 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Fish  . . 

•  • 

— 

1 

3 

1 

7 

1 

Ham 

•  • 

. ,  — 

— 

3 

0 

10 

l 

Hares 

•  • 

. ,  — 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Small  amounts  of  other  food 

•  • 

. .  — 

— 

- — 

1 

5 

— 

14 

3 

1 

6 

I 

Canned  Food 

tons  cwt. 

qtr . 

St. 

lb. 

i 

J 

1 

Meat 

1344 

2 

8 

0 

1 

9 

Milk  . 

133 

— 

1 

1 

1 

7 

• 

Vegetables  . . 

612 

— 

8 

1 

0 

5 

Fruit.. 

1176 

— 

14 

0 

1 

5 

Fish  . . 

207 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

3472 

3 

12 

3 

0 

1 

\ 

Total 

3472 

4 

7 

2 

1 

7 
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Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

Unsound  meat  and  offal  from  the  City  Abattoir  and  private 
slaughterhouses  is  sold  to  a  contractor  whose  premises  are  situated 
outside  the  City  where  it  is  processed  for  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

The  disposal  of  other  unsound  food  during  the  year  under 
review  has,  from  time  to  time,  given  cause  for  anxiety  due  to  the 
inability  of  the  existing  incinerator  to  cope  with  the  load,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  a  more  satisfactory  incinerator  will  be  in  existence 
in  the  near  future. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

A  total  of  6  samples  of  Fertilisers  was  taken  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Act  during  1959.  Five  of  the  samples  were 
reported  by  the  Agricultural  Analyst  to  be  of  satisfactory  composi¬ 
tion.  The  remaining  sample  was  reported  to  be  at  variance  with 
the  information  given  in  the  statutory  statement  and  the  manu¬ 
facturer’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  contraventions  referred  to. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951. 

A  total  of  4  samples  has  been  submitted  to  the  Prescribed 
Analyst  under  the  Act  during  1959.  The  Analyst  reports  that  all 
the  samples  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

The  following  registrations,  etc.,  were  effected  during  1959: 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  manufacture  Rag  Flock  1 
Number  of  premises  registered  where  Rag  Flock  is  used 
in  connection  with  the  business  carried  on  . .  . .  — 


NOTES  ON  CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Once  again  the  implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  has 
occupied  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

In  April,  a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  as  required 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Circular  5/59 
which  set  out  a  five  year  programme  and  declared  as  the  ultirtiate 
target  that  the  whole  of  the  City  should  be  subject  to  smoke  control 
within  20  years. 
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On  the  7th  January,  1959,  the  Council  made  application  to  the 
Ministry  for  permission  to  go  ahead  with  the  making  of  a  smoke 
control  area  in  respect  of  part  of  the  City  Centre,  and  such  per¬ 
mission  was  eventually  granted  resulting  in  the  making  on  the  1st 
December,  1959,  of  the  Wakefield  Smoke  Control  Order,  1959, 
which  was  scheduled  to  become  operative  on  the  1st  October,  1960. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  Clean  Air  Exhibition  held  in  1958, 
an  appraoch  was  made  by  the  Health  Committee  to  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Committee  to  try  and  encourage  the  voluntary 
conversion  of  old-fashioned  appliances  and  the  use  of  solid  smoke¬ 
less  fuel  instead  of  bituminous  coal  in  Corporation  houses.  At  the 
instigation  of  the  Health  Committee  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Committee  brought  a  scheme  into  being  whereby  tenants 
could  have  their  old-fashioned  appliances  replaced  with  modern 
approved  appliances  subject  to  their  paying  an  increased  rent, 
and  although  the  scheme  itself  did  not  become  operative  until 
1960,  the  bulk  of  the  spade  work  was  undertaken  during  the  year 
under  review. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  to  stage  demonstrations  of  solid 
smokeless  fuel  burning  in  Corporation  houses  converted  to  smoke 
control  area  requirements  at  the  minimum  expense,  and  these  have 
proved  to  be  of  great  value  and  have  attracted  considerable 
interest. 

In  April,  1959,  the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
attended  a  conference  in  London  which  was  convened  by  the  Com¬ 
bustion  Engineering  Association  to  discuss  all  aspects  of  smoke 
control,  and  I  think  that  considerable  benefit  was  derived  from  his 
attendance.  This  conference  was  particularly  useful  in  that  it 
brought  together  all  sides  of  industry  and  local  authority  repre¬ 
sentatives. 

The  Council  were  also  represented  at  the  Diamond  Jubilee 
Conference  of  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air  which  was  held 
in  London  in  October,  and  attracted  delegates  from  the  whole 
world. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Twenty-five  smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year. 
In  no  case  was  smoke  as  dark  as  or  darker  than  Ringelman  Shade 
4  observed,  but  in  thirteen  cases  smoke  as  dark  as  or  darker  than 
Ringelman  Shade  2  was  observed.  In  the  other  twelve  cases  the 
smoke  observed  was  less  than  Ringelman  Shade  2. 
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Table  I. 

Monthly  Record  of  Soot  Deposits  in  Standard  Gauges 

1958  and  1959. 


Tons  of  total  solids  per  square  mile 


Month. 

Clarence 

Park 

Station 

Art  Gallery 
Station 

Kettlethorpe 

Station 

1958 

1959 

1958 

1959 

1958 

1959 

January 

9.68 

10.77 

16.40 

19.29 

10.89 

10.69 

February  . . 

15.51 

4.14 

25.92 

8.86 

12.36 

2.97 

March 

11.70 

10.12 

17.85 

23.07 

15.29 

8.55 

April 

9.24 

22.53 

5.05 

27.37 

6.93 

8.12 

May 

19.05 

1 1 .03 

21.22 

15.22 

10.52 

4.91 

June 

15.42 

22.55 

21.98 

37.79 

15.88 

11.33 

July. . 

15.82 

10.95 

17.45 

20.21 

6.14 

August 

13.86 

5.19 

16.55 

15.97 

8.26 

4.37 

September  . . 

11.82 

9.29 

17.94 

11.61 

5.16 

4.77 

October 

6.72 

13.48 

6.07 

21.75 

3.51 

12.98 

November  . . 

4.80 

14.15 

25.05 

20.16 

4.85 

13.58 

December  . . 

16.11 

10.67 

15.13 

21.38 

15.53 

8.64 

Average  per  month 

12.48 

12.07 

17.22 

20.22 

9.93 

8.08 

#  Results  invalid. 
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Table  II. 

Annual  Record  of  Soot  Deposits  in  Standard  Gauges  in  Wakefield 

from  1949  to  1959. 


Year 

(Monthly 

average) 

Tons  of  total  solids  per  squ 

are  mile 

Clarence  Park 
Station 

Art  Gallery 
Station 

Kettlethorpe 

Station 

1949 

8.80 

17.32 

— 

1950 

12.09 

16.41 

— 

1951 

12.57 

19.53 

— 

1952 

9.62 

17.82 

— 

1953 

8.83 

15.07 

7.52 

1954 

10.90 

19.70 

8.79 

1955 

10.70 

17.15 

8.69 

1956 

11.57 

17.56 

6.20 

1957 

11.33 

15.92 

8.80 

1958 

12.48 

17.22 

9.93 

1959 

12.07 

20.22 

8.08 

Table  III 

Mg.  of  SOs/Day  Collected  by  100  sq.  cm.  of  Batch  ‘A’  PbOi 

(Louvered  Cover) 


Month 

Art  Gallery 

Clarence  Park 

Kettlethorpe 

January 

3.81 

3.97 

2.34 

February 

2.78 

2.48 

1.37 

March  . . 

2.07 

1.97 

0.97 

April  . . 

1.69 

1.55 

1.06 

May 

1.13 

1.13 

0.75 

June 

1.04 

0.95 

0.67 

July 

0.96 

0.79 

0.62 

August 

0.89 

0.88 

0.62 

September 

1.25 

1.35 

0.70 

October. . 

1.97 

2.03 

1.01 

November 

2.69 

2.57 

1.50 

December 

2.33 

2.06 

1.21 

Average 

1.88 

1.81 

1.07 
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Table  IV 

Result  from  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  Air  Filter  Apparatus 


St  Jo 

hn’s 

Northgate 

Belle  Vue 

L  upset 

Calder 

Smoke 

S.O.2 

Smoke 

S.O.2 

Smoke 

S.O.2 

Smoke 

S.O.2 

Smoke 

S.O.2 

mg/ 

p.p 

mg/ 

p.p 

mg/ 

p.p. 

mg/ 

p.p. 

mg/ 

p.p. 

Month 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Cu.  M 

mill. 

Cu.M 

mill. 

Cu.M 

mill. 

Cu.M 

mill. 

Cu.M 

mill. 

Jan. 

84 

25 

63 

17 

50 

15 

41 

13 

_ 

_ 

Feb. 

52 

18 

34 

8 

32 

10 

24 

7 

— 

— 

March 

43 

11 

22 

5 

21 

7 

18 

4 

— 

— 

April 

24 

8 

16 

5 

24 

7 

15 

2 

— 

— 

May 

20 

6 

9 

5 

11 

4 

13 

2 

— 

— 

June 

12 

5 

6 

1 

12 

4 

8 

4 

— 

— 

July 

12 

4 

6 

2 

13 

4 

7 

4 

9 

3 

Aug. 

11 

4 

5 

2 

14 

3 

8 

3 

8 

2 

Sept. 

28 

8 

18 

5 

27 

6 

20 

6 

17 

4 

Oct. 

36 

9 

25 

7 

31 

7 

24 

8 

20 

5 

Nov. 

78 

20 

44 

10 

44 

10 

34 

12 

29 

10 

Dec. 

43 

14 

31 

7 

39 

8 

24 

7 

23 

11 

Total 

Ave. 

, 

443 

132 

279 

74 

318 

85 

236 

72 

106 

35 

37 

11 

23 

6 

26 

7 

20 

6 

18 

6 

(City  Centre) 

(North) 

(East) 

(West) 

(South) 

RODENT  CONTROL 

A  reorganisation  of  the  establishment  of  workmen  in  the 
Health  Department  resulted  in  an  additional  rodent  operative 
disinfestor  being  engaged,  and  consequently  the  number  of 
inspections  made  and  baits  laid  has  doubled.  I  am  quite  certain  that 
with  the  rodent  operatives  being  able  to  undertake  survey  work 
rather  than  having  to  wait  until  complaints  are  received,  consider¬ 
ably  more  progress  will  be  made  in  eliminating  the  nuisance  caused 
by  rodents. 


Number  of  properties  inspected 

..  1620 

Number  of  inspections  made 

..  2815 

Operations  at  business  premises 

155 

Operations  at  private  dwellings 

102 

Operations  at  Corporation  premises  . . 

35 

Number  of  baits  laid 

..  13636 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  Fumigation 

During  1959  the  following  work  in  connection  with  the 
disinfestation  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs 
was  carried  out: — 

Number  of  municipal  houses  fumigated  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  privately  owned  houses  fumigated  . .  . .  Nil. 

All  the  houses  were  disinfested  by  the  application  of  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  Gas  undertaken  by  a  firm  of  specialists  in  this  work. 

Spray  Disinfestation 

Municipal  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Other  than  Municipal  houses  . .  . .  . .  4 

The  insect  pest  which  gave  the  most  trouble  in  1959  was 
Bryobia  praetiosa  (the  Gooseberry  Mite).  This  appears  to  be  one  of 
the  penalties  of  the  increasing  use  of  what  was  once  wooded  land 
for  house  building.  There  is  a  great  need  for  the  production  of  a 
suitable  insecticide  which  will  kill  this  pest  without  giving  rise  to 
the  offensive  smell  at  present  associated  with  Malathion. 

The  fact  that  the  Bryobia  has  proved  a  greater  nuisance  than 
bugs,  fleas,  cockroaches,  etc.,  is  an  interesting  reflection  on  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  field  of  insect  control. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  notices  were  served  requiring 
the  conversion  of  trough  closets  serving  all  properties  in  the  City 
which  were  thought  to  have  a  reasonable  expectation  of  life, 
although  none  of  the  conversions  were  carried  out  during  1959. 

It  will  be  observed  , however,  that  the  number  of  substandard 
closets  in  use  at  the  end  of  1959  has  decreased  very  considerably 
due  to  the  demolition  of  unsatisfactory  premises  served  by  these 
obsolete  sanitary  conveniences. 


The  number  of  substandard  closets  at  the  end  of  1959  was:— 
Trough  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 

Privy  Middens  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Pail  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Chemical  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

A  total  of  378  water  closets  has  been  installed  in  new  and 
existing  properties  during  1959. 
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REFUSE  STORAGE  ACCOMMODATION 

Wakefield  Corporation  operate  a  bin  replacement  scheme 
and  levy  an  annual  charge  (3/-  per  annum)  along  with  the  general 
rate. 

As  and  when  a  notice  is  served  requiring  the  provision  of  an 
ashbin  the  property  is  brought  within  the  scheme. 

Total  number  of  ashbins  on  maintenance  at  the 
end  of  1959  .  7993 

Number  of  ashbins  renewed  at  properties  under 

the  maintenance  scheme  during  1959. .  . .  367 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


Offensive  Trades  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1959. 


Trade. 

Number. 

Tripe  Boiling 

1 

Gut  Scraping 

— 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealing 

1 

Total 

2 

CANAL  BOATS 

The  number  of  canal  boats  inspected  during  1959  was  14, 
and  the  boats  inspected  were  occupied  by  21  persons,  21  adults 
(males  21).  No  infringements  were  found  during  the  year,  all  the 
boats  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  Regulations. 

The  total  number  of  boats  on  the  register  is  two,  the  same 
as  last  year. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1938 

Section  154. 

Registration  of  hairdressers’  and  barbers’  premises. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1959  was  78  (an 
increase  of  1). 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

During  the  year  four  notices  were  received  from  H.  M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  reporting  contraventions  of  the  Act,  and 
the  defects  in  each  of  the  cases  referred  to  were  remedied  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Outworkers  (Section  110) 

Notification  was  received  of  1  person  employed  as  an  out¬ 
worker.  An  inspection  was  made  at  the  premises  in  which  the  work 
was  executed  and  they  were  found  to  be  clean. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 
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